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Jovisy 4“ die Juliiy 1833. 



CARRICKFEllGUS BOROUGH: 

Order (3d July) for Appointment of Committee, read, and discharged. 

Ordered, That a Select Committee bo appointed " to make furtlier Inquiry into the 
Proceedings of the last and former Elections tor the Borough of Carrickfergus, and into the 
state of the Population and other circumstances of the said Borough, with a view to the 
propriety of its being represented in Parliament.” 

Resolved, That the Committee do consist of Fifteen Members, Two to be named by The 
House, and Thirteen to be chosen by lot. 

And a Committee is appointed of 

Mr. Robert Shawe. Mr. Barron. 

Mr. Parrott. Mr. Aglionby. 

Mr. Todd. Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. Daniel Gaskell. Mr. James 'I'albot. 

Mr. O’Callaghau. Sir John Byng. 

Colonel Leith Hay. „ 

Mr.Madocks. Mr. O Connell. 

Mr. Martin (Tewkesbury.) Serjeant Lefroy. 



That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records : That Five be 
tho Quorum. 

0 - 

Ordered, That the Petitions against Carrickfergua Disfranchisement Bill (presented June 
€th, 19th, 28th, and July 3d) be referred to the said Committee. 

Ordered, That tire Corporation of Carrickfergua be beard by themselves, their Counsel 
and Agents. 

Ordered, That the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Carrickfergua Election Com- 
nuttee(presentedi5thApril)bereferredtothesaid Committee. 

Ordered, That the several Witnesses who have been ordered to attend tins House upon the 
Second Reading of the Carnckfergus Disfranchisement Bill do attend the said Committee. 



Lvntc, in*JuUi, 1833. 

Committee on Canickfergus Borough hayo leave to report the 
Minutes of Evidence as well as an Appendix to their Report. * 



THE REPORT - 
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 
APPENDIX - - 



- l >-3 

- P- 6 

- l’-37 
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report. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to make further Inquiry 
into the Proceedings of the last and former Elections for the 
Borough of Carrickfergus, and into the State of the Population 
and other circumstances of the said Borough, with a view to the 
propriety of its being represented in Parliament, and to whom 
the several Petitions against the Carrickfergus Disfranchisement 
Bill were referred, and who were empowered to report the 
Minutes of Evidence taken before them to The House: — 
HAVE considered the said Petitions, and have examined the 
Matters to them referred, and have agreed to the following 

REPORT: 

Committee having duly considered the Evidence given before 
the late Election Committee for the Borough of Carrickfergus, and 
the additional Evidence produced to them respecting the last and former 
Elections, and the State of the Population and other circumstances of 
the said Borough, beg leave respectfully to report their opinion, That 
the said County of the Town of Carrickfergus should cease to send a 
Member to Parliament, by reason of the pursuance of gross Bribery 
and Corruption in the Electiona for that Borough. 

Your Committee also beg leave to state their opinion, that the said 
County of the Town of Carrickfergus should be added to the County 
of Antrim, so as to enable Freeholders and Leaseholders, with a 
beneficial interest of £. 10 a year or upwards, to vote at the future 
Elections of the Members for the said County of Antrim. 

15 July 1833. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Veneris, 5% & Sabbati, 6® (iie Julii, 1^33, 

I’aec- 

Mr. James Coxoai 
Major John Roxvan 



Lumc, 8® die Julii, 1833. 

Sir Thomas Charles Yates 

Mr, Samuel M^Skimin 

'Flic Very Reverend Heiiry Leslie, Dean of Connor 
Robert Scott Bradshaw, Esq. - - . . 

Conxvay Edward Dobbs, Esq. - - . . 

James Wills, Esq. - - - , _ 

Mr. James Cowen - ~ - . - . 

Mr. John Campbell 

Mr. William Stevaison - . 

Thomas Vernon, Esq. - - - . . 

Mr. Jdam Cunningham - _ 

Thomas Parkhill 

Mr. David Legg 

Mr. John M'Cance 



id 



> 9 - 2,5 



25 

28 

29 

30 
;u 
.32 



32 



34 

;?r. 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON CARRfCKFERGUS BOROUGH, - 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Veneris, 5 " die Julii, 1835 . 



The Right Honouiiable Sir JOHN BYNG, Bart. 

IN THE CHAIR. 



T IIE Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, Bura;csses, Freemen and others 5 July 
Electors of the County of the Town of Carrickferg’us, was read. 1833.’ 

The Petition of the Freemen of Carrickfergus, Members of the Guild of 
Fishermen, was read. 

Thoyetition of Persons the Sons and Sons-in-Law of Preemen of the County 
of the Town of Carrickfergus, was read. 

Sheriffs, Burgesses and Commonalty of the Town 

of Carrickfergus, was read. 



Sabbuti, 6“ die Julii, 1833 . 

The Right Honouraule Sir JOHN BYNG, Bart. 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. James Coxccn, called in; and Examined. 



I ^ remember being examined before the Committee which sat upon 

the Carnckfergus Election ? — I do. 

2. Do you remember the evidence that you then gave? — I believe I do. 

3. Is there any part of it that you wish (before I examine into particulars) to 
correct . If you will let me know the evidence, I will state 



[The Evidence of the Witness before the Carricife rgus Election Committee 
was read to him.\ 

4. Is thm-e any part of tliat evidence that you wish to correct ? — With respect 
to the number of fishermen, that answer was not mine, it was taken from the 
statement of others ; I did not know the number; and there is another objection 
with respect to the number of the 200. there were smaller sums paid, but those 
1 consider were above the 200. 

5 - Committee .'] — There were other voters above the 200 who had smaller sums ? 
— les. 



6. Mr, Pollock .] — Is that the only remark you have to make upon the evidence ? 
— It is, so far as my recollection goes. 

7 - What part did you take in the election yourself? — I was soliciting votes ; 
I attended in the tally-room, and I- paid for those votes. 

8. Have you any list of persons whom you paid for those votes ?— Mr. Wallace 
has the list. 



9. Furnished by you?— Furnished by me; if Mr. Wallace has any objection, to 
produce it, I believe I can produce a copy ; there may be one or two errors in it, 
but certainly not more. 
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MINUTES 01- EVIDENCE TAKEN UEFOUE 



Mr. 10. Committee .] — Have you the copy here ? — I have. 

"" [I7ic Witnas p-o,hwecl the mme.] 

6 July, 1 1 . Mr. Pollock ^ — The list you gave to Mr. Wallace was not made, I suppose, 

1833. at the moment you gave the voters the money? — Tlic moment I gave the voters 
the money ; before I left the room I put it down. 

[A Paper was shown io the Wi/;/c.v.v.] 

12. Is that the list ?~It is. 

13. Am I to undcr.stand that you yourself paid the money for their votes to 
all the persons in that book? — T did to every one of them, with my own hand, 

14. Is that the book that you made at the moment, or i.s it a book you have 
made since? — Thi.s is the book that I made at the time, and I have the one that 
I took a copy of from this that 1 gave to Mr. Wallace. 

15. Committee .} — Upon wliat occasion did you give it to Mr. Wallace? — It was 
thought desirable when the Petition was brought in that an action should be 
brought against me, as the penalty would have come to about GO, 000 1 . le,st some 
other person should step in, and enter an action. 

16. What number of names does that book contain? — Above 100, I believe, 
considerably. 

17. Mr. Pollock .} — When you say that you gave the money, did you not give a 
sum of money to a person of the name of Kennedy ? — I did, and for the purpose of 
paying for votes. 

1 8. If those men were paid at all, were not they paid by Kennedy ? — None that 
are there were paid by Kennedy. 

ig. Is this your hand-writing? — The whole of it. 

20. What is the meaning of this, “ William Campbell paid by Kennedy?” — 
There is no money down opposite to that man's name. 

21. But you have included him in your list? — I have mentioned that there are 
some errors here ; there is a man’s name I have forgotten ; for the first day a few of 
them were taken in pencil, and there is one here whose name is not down, and 
there is another Bill Kennedy ; some other man was paid in his place, and he is 
erased out altogether. 

22. If you look below, you will see a sum of 50/. that was not paid to a voter 
for his vote, was it? — No ; that was given to Kennedy for the purpose, as the 
electors had previously said that there had been so many promises made to them 
that they would not have any further promises, that they must have the money 
paid to them. 

23. Co)n 7 nittee .] — Was that the same Kennedy? — No. 

24. What did you pay the money to Kennedy for? — To let them see that he 
had the money, and to show them that he had the power to pay the money, and in 
some instances to pay the money. 

25. Mr. Pollock .} — What he did with the money you have only from his own 
information, and you do not know to your own knowledge ? — I had it from his 
account, and from other persons since the people that he paid the money to 
told me that they got the money. 

26. Do you know what was done with that money, except from the information 

• of others ? — The men themselves told me. 

27. You did not see them paid by Kennedy ? — I did not. 

28. Therefore as far as that money was disposed of, Kennedy or the voters mu.st 
tell ?— Yes. 

29. You have said that there are about 100 names there ? — I think there are 
fully that. 

30. You said in your original evidence that yon knew some hundred voters have 
been bribed ? — I specified 200. 

31. How came you to state more than you paid yourself? — Mr. .lolm Legg was 
in the room with me, and there was very little money paid, unless when we were 
together. 

32. Did you see money paid by others as well as yourself? — Mr, Legg was 
with me every day during the election, I believe from mornitig to night, and he 

■ paid money every day, as I did. 

33. Then you and Mr. Legg will be speaking of the same people when he 
speaks of a number of persons being bribed ? — No, all diflferent, except one ; . there 
is one man that we both paid. 

34. When 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON CARRICKFERGUS BOROUGH. 7 

you know of 200 being bribed, you mean your own 
100 here, and the 100 or thereabouts that you saw Legg pay ? — Yes. 

,35- .Then if Mr. Legg should hereafter say that he knows of 200 being bribed, 
that will be his 100 and your’s, will not it? — It will. 

36. Committee.'] — Were the persons that you yourself paid all freemen, or were 
tliere any £. 10. householders ? — There were householders. 

37- 111 what proportion?—! believe I have the names of the householders : 
there was a man and his brother of the name of Richard Hill, that I believe are 
freeholders; that man would not vote unless an account was paid to him, which 
he said had been due from a former Election, for the Election of 1830, by 
Sir Arthur Chichester, “ To amount of account furnished, Richard Hill, debtor 
17 £19.?.” ’ 

38. Was he one of the old constituency? — He was one of the old constituency. 

39. Mr. Po//ot7c.j— Then he must have been a freemen ? — No, I believe he was 
not a freemen, he was a freeholder. 

40. Committee.] — Is the house he occupies .such a house as would enable him 
to register as a 10 1 . householder ?— Yes. 

41. Do you know what his account was for ? — I have his account here. 

\The Witness produced the same.] 

42. What is the name of Richard Hill’s brother ?— I do not know. 

43. Did you say that he got 17/. for his account for his vote ?— He said he 
would not vote unless that account was paid. 

44. Did he say what the account was for?— He said it was the balance of a 
public-house account at a former Election. 

45. What trade was he ? — He was a publican at that time. 

46. Mr. Pollock.] — Can you name any others that were 10 /. householders ?^ 
There was a man of the name of Neal Murphy, a householder. 

47. If I understand you right, Richard Hill had no money, except the debt that 
he claimed as having been due to him upon a former Election ?— Not from me. 

48. Upon what foundation is it that you say Neal Murphy was a 10/. house- 
holder ?—I think that is his qualification. 

49. It appears that Neal Murphy, of Castle-street, spirit dealer, is registered 
as a freeman, is not that the man? — That is the man. 

50. Have you any other householder that you can mention 1 — A great number 
■of them that have been bribed can take out the qualification of householders. 

51. Can you give the names of those ? — I can ; I believe there is a man called 
Billy Johnson. 

52. Can you state positively that that is so? — 1 cannot, without I have the 
Register. 

53. Is Johnson in your list? — He is. 

54. He is one of the men that is contained in this book, is he? — I can tel] if 
you will let me look, I know that he got the money at all events. — [The Witness 
referred to his Book.] — His name is not here. 

55. Do you mean to state that he was one of those that you saw Mr. Legg pay? 
—I mean to say that his wife got the money. 

56. Do you mean to say that you saw him paid ? — I am certain that he got the 
money. 

57. Did you see the money given to him or his wife? — No; I asked her if she 
had got it. 

58. All you know it by is, that you have been told ? — The wife told me. 

59. Then you do not of your own knowledge know that William Johnson or his 
wife got a farthing ? — Not of my own knowledge. 

60. Can you name any other in that list who is a 10 /. householder to whom 
you paid money ? — There was a man of the name of Laverty. 

61. What is his Christian name? — I believe he qualifies as a householder. 

62. Where does he live, and what is he ? — He lives in the Back Irish Quarter, 
or the West Irish Quarter. 

63- What trade is he ? — I believe he is a grocer. 

64. You say that you paid him ? — He said he would not take it for himself. 

65. Did you pay him money ? — I did. 

66. For his own vote? — No. 

67. Committee.] — What did you payhimmoney for? — For the votes of his tenants. 

A 4 68. Mr. Pollock.] 



Mr. 

Jamti Covxn. 



6 July, 
1833- 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN EEFORE 



Mr. 68. Mr. PoUoch^\ — But he was not bvibocl hirnselt' Ly you ? — lie said he would 

Jumts Covien. not take it as a bribe For biinselF. 

69. CummiUee^l — Ilow much did you give him ? — One oF those Umt lie brought 
fiJuly, got 5/. 

’ 70. What is his name ? — Richard Gribble. 

7 1 . Mr. Pollock.'\ — lie i.s a weaver, is not he ? — 1 do not know, he i.s a freeman. 

72. Any body else? — Harrison. 

73. What is his Christian name ? — Hugh, 1 b(!lievc. 

74. He is a freeman too ?- -Yes, he got 5 1. 

7,f;. I am asking yon to name among your li,st any 10/. householder wlio 
received a sum of money for his vote 1— Laverty came liack the next day, and 
insisted that 1 would give him more money ; he .said tluit ho under.stood tliere wsis 
more money given for votes than had been paid him for dribble’s vote, and I had 
to give idm 2 1. more the next day. 

76. That was money to pay to 'freemen, to his tenants ? — Yes. 

77. I asked you to look through your list, and to give me the mime of any 10/. 
householder to whom you gave money for his vote? — There are no more than 
I have got down registered to my knowledge as householders, or freeholders, except 
those freemen that can qualify us .such. 

78. Canyon specify their names ?— There was a man named .rame.s Campbell,' 
that got 1/. 6s. who can qualify as a 10 /. householder. 

79. What is he ? — I believe he i.s a funner. 

80. Where does he live ?— At a place called Ardboly. 

81. How came he to have I /. 6s. was that the price of ids freedom r — No, it 
was not ; he said that tliere was some charge brouglit against him whicli cost 1dm 
so much, soinethiiig about tlioscs.sioii,s, and unless I would pay him 1 /. 5,9. he would 
not vote. 

82. Did he explain tlie particxihms of that? — No. 

83. But he had been out of pocket 1 /. 6s. ? — Yes, for some prosecution. 

84. And he required to be reimbursed? — Yes. 

85. And you paid him without inquiring into the particulars? — I did. 

86. And you paid it him upon his representation ? — I did. " ' 

87. Committee.'] — Would you have paid it him if he had not voted for you ? — 
No, I would not. 

88. Mr. Po/Zoc/c.]— What is his house worth ? — It is a farm. 

89. Then he mu.st have a lease ; do you know any thing of his tenure ? — I know 
nothing of his tenure. 

90. Committee.] — Has he a house upon the land? — lie ha.s. 

91. Mr. Pollock.]— Cunyon name any other? — Matthew-Martiu, of Duntrew. 

92. What did he get? — Five pounds. 

93. Whatdoe.s he hold?— He i.s a, fanner. 

94. He is in your list, 1 suppose ? — He is. 

95. And be received that money from you ? — He did. 

96. He has a farm too, with a house upon it? — ^He has. 

97. He is registered as a weaver and, as a freeman ? — He has a farm also. 

98. Do you know what lie holds ?— He qiialific,s as a 10/. hou.schoklcr, he lias 
about 10 acres. 

99. Who else can you mention ? — There arc so many of the same name in the 
corporation, that I have not the distinction made ; ami there are a gniat many that 
1 have down here in this list, though I cannot specily where they live, that can 
.qualify as 10/. lioiisolioldors that are freemen. 

100. Do you mean that you cannot name any more ?— No, I can mention two 
more; there is William .Johnson of the middle division. 

101. Couwiictec .] — Is that the man you called Billy .Tohnson before? — Yes. 

102. Mr. Pollock.}— Upon what foundation is it that you state that there are a 
great many that can qiuvlily, when you say that you neither know their names so 
as to distinguish them, nor where they live? — I am only stating those that I do 
know ; .lames Lack, he got 5/. 

103. Could he qualily for a 10/. householder? — 1 do not know, he Is a 40.9. 
freeholder. 

taking any particular pains upon this subject since the 
Election Committee sat, to find out further information for the Comrnittee? No. 

J05. Have you found out any more?— John M‘Kee, he is a 10/. householder 
m the town. 

106. Coinmittec.] 
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106. Committee .'] — What bribe did he get?— Five pounds. M,- 

107. Mr. Pollock.]~l% that John M'Kee of Castle-street ? — Yes. Jnmet Cemn. 

108. Any body else. ?~Edward Connor, he is a farmer in the middle division. 

109. Comynittee .] — Is there more than one Edward Connor ? — There are several ® 

110. Do you mean to speak of mere than one Edward Connor?— Only one 
Edward Connor. 

111. Mr. Pollock .]— he senior or a junior ?— A senior ; he can qualify as a 
10/. householder. 

112. Committee .] — What bribe did you give him ? — Four pounds. 

1 1 3. Did not he get five? — No, I made a bargain for four. 

1 14. Mr. Pollock.]— Is. there any body else ?— Willoughby Connor, he got 7 /. 

115. Committee .] — Was he a freeman at the last election ?— He was, I believe. 

1 16. Can he qualify as a 10/. householder? — Yes. 

iiy- Pollock .] — Is he of the middle division, a farmer? — Of the middle 

division, a farmer. 

1 1 8. Is there any body else ? — William Connor. 

iig. Is he a relation of the other? — Yes, that man is. 

120. William Connor of the middle division, stone-mason? — Yes. 

121. Cow7Hj/«ee.]— What bribe did you give him?— Ten pounds. 

1 22. Can he qualify as a 10/. householder ? — He can. 

123. Mr. Pollock.] — I.s there any body else? — John Connor. 

124. Does he live in the middle division too? — Yes. 

125. Is he a farmer? — I believe he is. 

is?6. Was he a freeman? — Yes. 

127. What did you give him ? — Eight pounds. 

128. Can he qualify as a 10/. householder? — He can. 

129. Are you acquainted with his residence? — I am. 

130. Has he a house and land, or a house only? — ^He and his father have 
divided their concerns, 1 believe. 

131. Does he hold enough to make him a 10/. householder? — I believe 
he does. 

1 32. Committee.] — I.s that your judgment respecting it ? — It is. 

133. You know the man’s habitation, and his tenement? — Yes. 

134. Mr. Pollock .] — Is there any body else? — Archey Connor. 

1 35. He lives in the middle division, does not he? — Yes. 

1 36. Do you mean that he can qualify as a 10/. householder ? — Yes. 

137. What did you give him? — Five pounds. 

138. Have you any other person that can qualify as a 10/. householder? — 

William M'Kee. 

139. Where does he live? — I believe it is in the North-east division. 

140. He is a farmer? — ^Yes. 

141. What did you give him ? — Five pounds. 

142. Can he qualify as a 10 /. householder ? — Yes. 

1 43. Are there any more ? — There are others that I saw paid. 

144. By whom? — By Mr. Legg. 

145. Committee .] — ^Does Legg reside in Carrickfergus ? — He does. 

1 46. Have you a list of the people that Mr. Legg paid ? — I have not, but there 
are some of them that I recollect from memory getting the money. 

147. Committee .] — Was the money you paid your own money or any body 
else’s ? — It was not my money, some of it was, but the sum that I advanced of my 
own was very small. 

148. The rest of the money, whose money was it? — I got the principal part of 
it from Mr. John Legg. 

149. Whose agent was he ? — He was not an agent for any person; the reason 
that we paid the money together was, lest they should deny having got it, and we 
would not pay the money separately, because we were afraid they might have said 
they did not get it ; and we paid very little money except we were together, and 
when the tallies came off the table into the tally-room, they came into another 
room off the tally-room, and they were paid at once. 

150. When you had ascertained that they had voted for you? — There was 
always a man to see them to the poll, and back again. 

151 . Do you know where the money came from ultimately, it was not Mr. John 
Legg’s money? — It was not. 

152. If you know it from your own knowledge, tell the Committee whose it 

527* B was? 
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was ?— 1 do not know who owned the money, but I know wliose hands it came 
through, it came tlirough two or three tuuids. 

1.53. Mr. Follocic.]— Bid you see it come tlirough those hands? — I did, some 
of it. 

154. Conmittec .] — Name those ? — 1 saw some it come througli Sir Stephen May. 

155. A near connexion of the Marquis of Donegal ? — I lielievc lie is. 

156. He i.s brother-in-law, is not he? — Yes. 

157. Who else ? — Different people brought it to me. 

1 58. Did you get any letters about it ?— I have no letters upon the .subject. 

159. You were concerned in bribing at some former elections in the .same wav’ 

—Yes. ■' ^ ■ 

1 60. Who was it brought the money to you upon this occasion ?— TJiere was one 
young man from the bank, but I do not know his name. 

161. What bank ? — J think lie belonged to tlic Provincial Hank. 

1 62. As whose money did you take it ?— I took it a,s the money of some of the 
family, they were all related together. 

163. What family ? — The Donegal family. 

164. You took that as Donegal money ? — I did not take it as Donegal money, 
for Lord Donegal told me dfstinctly that he would not have any thing to say 

165. Can you name any body else ? — 1 cannot name any body else. 

166. The money was given you to support Sir Artiinr Chichester ?~Ye,s. 

167. To bribe for him at the election?— To pay tlie electors, 1 do not know 
whether it was to bribe them or not. 

1 68. It was to pay them for their votes ? — Yes. 

169. It did not require any travelling for the voters to come and vote for 
Carrickfevgus, did it? — There was one man. 

1 7 *^' You have .stated that 50 /. was given to one ot the agents because some 
of the voters insisted upon having tlic money before the election ; was any of that> 
money paid to them before their going to the poll?— I believe none of it previous 
to their going to the poll. ^ 

171. They were promised previously, and paid afterwards ? — Yes. 

1 72. Lord Donegal has an estate there, has not he ? — He has. 

173. Do you know a number of house,? called free houses, that he had voters in 
without charging them rent ?— There are a great many free houses. 

1 74. What do you mean by free houses ?— I mean houses given without charoinfr 

any rent for them. ° ® 

175. Given to voters ?— Some of them were voters that live in them; some of 

them are widows ; some of them the widows of voters, or the friends of voters • but 
they are intended for voters. ’ 

176. Can you estimate how many of those houses there are? — There is one 
entire street, except two houses. 

177. Can you state about how many there are of tlio.se houses? — There are 
upwards of 20, 1 think, on tlic banks. 

1 78. Are there any any where else?— Yes, in the North-gate there are some. 

“1 a place called Cork 

Hill there arc some. 

1 80. About how many ?— I think there may be perhaps five or six there 

] 81. Are there any more ? — In the Back Quarter West. 

182. About how many arc there there? — I do not know. 

1 83. Are there more than one ?-I do not know ; I know of one, certainly 

1 84. Are tliere any others ?— I am not aware of any others. 

1 85. Are they all occupied by voters ? — Not all. 

l 8(5 How many do you suppose?— I think they are all occupied by voters, 
except the widows of those that were voters that have died. 

187. How many do you suppose there are of those?— On the bank there are 
either lour or hve, if I recollect right, occupied by widows. 

Yes' exactly 20 , but there might be more ? 

to the hmiTe^”^ of them 10/. householders? — One of them is qualified in respect 

1 9.0, Are any of them 40 i-. freeholders ?~I believe none of tliem have leases. 

191, Were they all voters in Sir Arthur Chichester’s interest?— It was not so 
upon the late occasion ; I believe 27 of them voted against Sir Arthur Chichestei'. 

192. Upon 
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_ 1 92. Upon some former occasions lias the Donegal family taken an interest ?— Mr 
1 believe very mucli against liis Lordsliip's will for 20 years past. J~a C,r,en. 

193. Do you consider that many of the houses that were called free houses are 

worth 10 ha year ’—There are some: I only recollect two of them that can « 
quality as 10 A householders at this moment. *833. 

194. You have said that there was bribery at former elections : has there not 
been a good deal of treating also, by keeping public-houses open!— There was a 
good deal, 

195. And at former elections was there treating?— And at former elections. 

190. Did you not pay a good deal of money to publicans ?— Not a great deal ■ 

the publicans accounts are principally all unpaid yet for the last election. 

197. Did not several publicans refuse to vote at this election, unless they were 
paid the amount of former accounts ? — Yes, Hills was one of those. 

198. Did any others do the same!— There was one man, a freeman, that was 

keeping a public-house, that would not vote unless he was paid an account, and 
that -was the sum that I alluded to before, which was the largest sum that was paid 
in that way. ^ 

igy. How much was that ?— .1 think it was 14 /. 

, 200-1. Did not Hill get 17 /..?— That was for his brother and himself. 

_ 202. How many publicans are there in the borough ’—There are a great many 
in the borough. j 

203. How many of the publicans in the town would register as 10 /. house- 
holders -—I think they would all register as 10/. householers. 

204. About how many are there of them ?— I suppose 20 , at least. 

20.5. Are not there more than 20 licensed publicans ? — There may be more, but 
I am pretty certain of 20 . 

20b. Have you known Carrickfergus for a considerable time? — About 28 
years. 

207. You have been in business there? — AlPthat time. 

208. Are you a master manufacturer? — Yes. 

209. You have employed a number of people ? — A great number. 

210. Do you know the habits of the constituency of the town, and whether 
bribery is considered a disgrace to the persons that receive it in that town ?— The 
fact is, that we neither considered it a disgrace to give it, nor they to receive it, 
it was done as a matter of course. 

211. When you were applied to to go and bribe the electors of Carrickfergus, 
did you consider that you were going to do a thing that was out of the course of 
former proceedings, or did the circumstances that had occurred previously in the 
borough warrant you to go and try to bribe those people? — Certainly ; I will state 
a fact that I know. In 1831 there was no contest, but the means were then in 
a similar manner forthcoming for the purpose of paying the freemen for their 
votes ; I had got between 60 and 80 promises to vote ; it was found that a suffi- 
cient number could not be got, and the contest was given up. 

212. Were those 60 or 80 promises to pay for the votes? — They were every 
one ; there was no conte.st, and I paid them half the price of the vote. 

213. Are there not a number of respectable persons that have a right of voting 
for Carrickfergus that would be above receiving any temptation for their vote ? — 

There are some as respectable men in Carrickfergus as any where in the world, 
and in the neighbourhood of Carrickfergus. 

214. To what number do you suppose? — I think the county qualification would 
bring them all in. 

215. How many are there, do you think ; do you think there are 100 ? — I think 
there are 100, because those votes were generally left till the last day. 

216. The question refers to what there are under the Reform Act? — Those that 
I mentioned would always be the same, and therefore those that we could rely 
upon without being bribed, were always left till the last day. 

217. Then there were some of the old constituency that would not be bribed? 

— There were. 

218. How many of the old constituency were in that class ? — I do not know. 

219. Do you conceive there are 100 voters that you consider incapable of 
receiving bribes? — There ai’e 100 certainly. 

220. Do you think there are 150 that would not take money for tlieir votes? — 

I think there are 150 certainly. 

527* B 2 221. Do 
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221 . Do you think there are 200 who would vote without remuneration ? — I do 
not know. 

222. You could not say there were 200? — I could not say, I know 100 per- 
sonally ; when I say 100, I do not allude to one side or the other, but 1 mean of 
both sides ; there are 100 or 150 that I am certain would be incapable of bribery 
in any shape. 

223. But you do not estimate them higher than 150, speaking from your per- 
sonal knowledge? — I cannot say, because the influence of the landlords would 
have some effect. 

224. The question docs not refer to the influence of landlords, but to persons 
that would not take a bribe? — 1 only draw it fi'om this comparison, tiiat in the 
year 1830 there was no money paid ; it could not be got into operation, and all 
the votes that Sir Arthur Chichester was able to bring forward were 50. 

225. Did he bring forward any more tbaa that number? — He did not, he 
resigned. 

226. Did he not resign because he meant to petition against the Sitting Mem- 
ber ? — He did petition. 

227. Was not that the cause of his resignation? — I do not know from my own 
knowledge that that was the cause of it. 

228. Do you mean to say that those who voted upon the other side were bribed? 
— I do not mean to say it. 

22Q. How many voted on the other side ? — Between COO or 700. 

230. You do not know of your own knowledge what the other side did? — No. 

231. How many electors who voted at Carrickfergus at the last election do you 
suppose there are altogether who would not accept of money or monies wortli for 
their votes? — I cannot say ; if I had the poll-book I could state how many voted 
for us without being paid. 

232. Do you know any persons of that clas.s that would not be capable of being 
bribed that did not register and become voters? — I do not. 

233. Cannot there be a great addition to the present constituency within the 
limits of the present boundary? — Without new freemen, I believe there are 
very few. 

234. Do you believe that many new additional 10 1 . householders could be 
made except from the class that are now freemen? — Very few. 

235. How many do you think could have registered as 10 1 . hou.seholders that 
did not register ? — I could not answer that question without looking over the 
register. 

236. Did the whole of the persons registered vote at the last election? — I be- 
lieve there were 60 or 70 that did not vote. 

237. How long have you known this borough from taking any active part in 
the election ? — I have lived in the borough for nearl}' 28 years. 

238. Have you during that period, whenever there has been acontested election, 
taken an active part in it ? — No, I did not in the first instance, for .some years there 
was no contest. 

239. How many elections have you taken an active part in ? — In the last three. 

240- Did the part you took give you any experience in the character and habits 

of the voters? — It did ; so much that nothing under Heaven would induce me to 
have any thing to do with it again. 

241. Is that from a feeling of disgust at the corruption ?— -It is; they were 
shocking scenes. 

242. Was the feeling in the place such that you gave your bribes in darkness 
and in secret, or was it matter of course, and doncopcnly ? — Tlie room was always 
quite full. 

243. Among the new constituency, about what might be the proportion of 
those that you considered so respectable that you would not have otFered them a 
bribe ? — I could not answer the question without seeing the poll-book. 

244. When you said 150, you meant before the new constituency was formed? 
— Yes. 

245. When you say there were 150 voters at the last election that would not 
receive a bribe, you mean to say that you speak of persons that you know from 
your own knowledge to be incapable of receiving a bribe ? — I am certain there 
are from 100 to 150 incapable of receiving a bribe. 

246. You do not mean to say that there may not be a very large number as to 
whom you cannot answer, from your ignorance of their habits and manners? — 

That 
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That is exactly what 1 stated before, that it was not to be supposed, though I say Mr. 

1 .50, that there may not be more. , Jamts Coam. 

247. Are not you extremely we*, acquainted with the constituency generally ? — 

Yes, I know the whole of the neighbourhood. 6 July, 

248. In tliat 100 or 150, you do not limit yourself to either party, but you 
include both? — Yes. 

249. Do you mean to say that that number includes all that you think out of 
the whole constituency are incapable of being bribed ?— I do not; because that 
would be saying that all the rest were capable of being bribed. 

250. Which you do not mean to say ? — I do not. 



Major John Rowan, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

251. ARE you a magistrate of the county of Antrim ? — Yes. Major 

252. Where do you reside in Ireland ? — I reside in the county of Antrim. Rowm. 

253. How far from Carriekfergus? — About four Irish miles from the town, 

about two and a hall from the boundaries of the corporation. 

254. How many years have you resided in the neighbourhood of the town and 
county of Carriekfergus ? — I have resided in my present house for eight or nine 
years, but 1 have been the greater part of my life in the neighbourhood, 

255- Are you acquainted much with the inhabitants of Carriekfergus? — I am 
a good deal; I am acquainted with a great majority of the inhabitants, of those 
that I associate with. 

256. Are you a member of the corporation ? — No ; I have a general acquaint- 
ance with the corporation, and with all classes a little. 

257. Are the higher and middling classes of Carriekfergus a respectable set of 
persons ? — Undoubtedly. 

258. Are they numerous ? — I think they are, in proportion to the size, of the 

place. , 

259. Can you form any judgment of what number of voters could be formed 
by the 10/. householders, the freeholders and the leaseholders within the limits of 
the Borough?' — It would only be a guess. 

260. As far as your judgment goes ? — It is a question that I have put to myself 
frequently ; I would say about 400 ; I think it ought to produce that number. 

261. Within the present limits of the borough?— Yes. 

262. Do you consider those 400 persons, generally speaking, to be a respectable 
and honourable class of society? — I should think fully as much so as the same 
number of any other place. 

263. Would the higher and middling classes form the majority of those 10/. 
householders I — I cannot say, because it is a matter of opinion what are the higher 
and middling classes. 

264. Speak to the best of your judgment, from the 10/. householders upwards? 

— I should think there would be a greater number of that character in that place 
than in almost any other place that I know in Ireland, from particular reasons that 
occurred to me. 

265. Will you state those reasons? — I have an idea that the property there is 
a good deal subdivided, and that some of the occupiers hold probably in perpe- 
tuity under the corporation, and I find that wherever persona hold perpetuities, 
they are a more respectable class of people than those that hold tenements of the 
same amount by any other tenure ; and also it is a place where a number of 
people that are not originally, perhaps, connected with the town go to reside ;' it is 
a kind of watering-place, on the sea-shore, rather pleasantly situated, and people 
go there occasionally that did not belong to it originally. 

266. They retire there, and settle?— Yes. 

267. And you consider that the constituency there is as respectable as in any 
other part of Ireland you are acquainted with ? — That is my opinion. 

268. Have you served upon grand juries in the assizes there?— No ; I have at 
the assizes for Antrim, which are held in that town, but I have never served upon 
the grand juries for Carriekfergus. 

269. Is there a grand jury assembled for the county of the town of Carriekfergus 
at those assizes ? — There is. 

270. Have you heard the charges given by the Judges of Assize to those grand 
juries ? — I may, but I do not recollect. 

27 1 . Have you seen the grand jury of the county of the town of Carriekfergus 

527. B 3 discharged 
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discharg-ijcl by the J udges of Assize after they have dune their work ? i do not 

recollect that T even- did. 

272. CommUlec.'y—Wciv. you considted by the Coimnissiouers that \v<'vc sent 
down I)y the Govermnent upon the Boimdavics, Sir Charles Yates ami another?— 
No, I was not. 

273. Can you give tlie cominittec! an estimate of the ])0|nilati(iii (d‘ the horougli 
of Currickfergus 1 — I cannot give it ui)on any good authority, 1 cun give niy own 
ideas ; I sliould suppose from 300 to 400 in the town itself. 

274. The question refers to the county of the town? — I recolleet .seeing the 
census of 1821, and I think I remember that the ])opulation at tliat time wa.s from 
3,000 to 4,000, but I do not recollect whether it was for the towii itself or for the 
whole county, hut 1 think, uj)on rejection, that whatever the number was, it mn.st 
have included the county of the town ; in fact it is u parish, and the bounds of tlie 
county and the bounds of the parish arc the same. 

27,5, Did it happen to you to be at all concenmed in any of the contested (dec- 
tions there?— None whatever in any of the latter ones; on one occasion, a long 
while ago, there was , a friend of mine a.s the ca.ndidate, and 1 was there at the 
moment and interested for him, but I had no influence. 

276. And you did not take any part? — No. 

277- Was it Mr. James Craig that was your friend ? — No, it was Mr. Wilson ; it 
was 30 years ago that I speak of; since that I have not taken any part whatever. 

. 278. And you had not the least intercourse with those that were bribinn- tlie 
voters? — Not the least. ^ 

279. How far does the boundary extend from the town on the road to Belfiust ? 
— About two miles ami a half Irish. 

280. And to the westward ?— To tlie westward it is a mountainou.s district • 

perhaps four miles, or three miles uiul a hall'. ’ 

2 8j. Do you know oi your own knowledge what persons have cstatcis in the 
borough ? — Yes, I must know .some of them. 

282. Who are the principal families that have estates within the borough ?~ 
The Marquis of Donegal, I suppose, Is probably the greatest landholder ; Lord 
Downshire has a very considerable interest. 

283. Have not the contests been a good deal latterly between tho.se families? 

They have. 

284. You stated that a considerable time ago you had some connexion with 
an election in which a friend of your’s was conccniod in the year 1802 ; did the 
communication you had tlicu upon the subject of what was to be the nature of a 
contested election for the borough of Carrickfergus, lead you and your friend to 
suppose that it would be necessary to lay out a large sum of money in i)rocuring 
the seat?— No, if he had been inclined to do so, he would not have had the 
means. 

285. Was he returned? — No. 

286. Did he stand upon the corporation interest? — No. 

287. Was not Lord Speneer Chichester hi.s opponent ?— He wa.s. 

288. Was not he in the Donegal interest? — No. 

289. Is the Donegal interest the corporation intere,st? — Yes, T should say so. 

290. Then Mr. Wilson attempted an independent interest?— Upon that occa- 
sion he did. ‘■ 



291. You have stated that the honmhiries upon the north, south midwest, 
extend to about two or three Irish miles ?— Upon the north-east about two miles, 
and in tlie oppo.site direction towards Belfast, about two and a half. 

292. If the limits were extended to about five or si.x Irish miles, would it lake 
m a great number of respectable persons ?— I liavo no doubt it would. 

293. Can you state how inany it would include? — No, I could not; but I am 
sure it would take in a considerable number. 

294. Would it not take in yourself ?— It would. 

: 295. You are aware that it part of the county of Antrim was taken into Carrick- 
tergus, they would lose their vote for the county of Antrim ; have you any notion 
liQW that would opmte upon the county of Antrim at large?— On the Belfast 
Side of the town of Carrickfergus it is entirely on Lord Donegal’s side ; but those 
living under him chiefly hold by leases in perpetuity. 

therefore independent voters of the county of Antrim at 

present?— IheyaTe.geiiBrally. 



297. Arc 
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297. Are there not a good many villas between Belfast and Carrickfergus’— 
1 here are a good many. ° 

If haf ■ of Antrim one that has been closely contested latterly?— 

It has , t did not quite finish my answer to the question that was put to me as to 
the piopiietors that would be included if the boundary were e*xtended in the 
manner mentioned. Upon the north-east boundary there are thnsta^tes of 

t mri b Of 'n ir" ablates would come in, a portion of 

the parish of Ralloo, and I believe a portion of Mr. Dobbs’ estate at Ballvmore 
would come in, and a part of the Rev. Robert Milson’s estate would come in. 

It would"^** include a variety of interests ?— 

of nbo>\ of ‘>m present town of Carrickfergus 
w™l7 d one-half of those are females, therefore that 

rstimate ’-Then I think I must be wrong in my 

of 40n dhl‘’“ y.“" “ respectable constituency, 
M^400, did you include all that might register as well as those now registered?- 



302. From your knowledge of the town of Carrickfergus, how many 50 f. free- 
holders do you suppose there are ?-I think it is very likely there might be SO. 
20^/T~lhavenot^'*^ criterion by which to judge how many there might be of 



304. Have you any criterion by which to judge how many there might be of 10/. ? 
—1 have not, except by seeing the face of thecountry and the respectability of the 
houses m ridmg through. 

305. In making that calculation of 400 respectable voters, you do not classify 

those voters in any way ? — Not at all. ^ 

306. You do not know how many would be 50/. freeholders and how many 
would be 20 /., and liow many would be 10 1 . 1 — No. I do not. 

307. In what kinds of holdings is the country generally let? — The holdings in 

that neighbourhood are generally very small. ® 

308. You are not apprised that in point of fact there are only six 50/. freeholders? 
— No, I can account for that in some manner, that there are freemen of the cor- 
poration, Aldermen and others, that do not think it necessary to register their 
qualifications. 

309. Do the tenants of Lord Donegal and LordDownshire hold under leases 
renewable at pleasure? — No, I think they must be terminable leases, because 
I understood there was an exception in the late family settlement. 

310. Arc you aware that in such a place as the county of the town of Carrick- 
fergus, any person possessed for 12 months of a house and land, which together 
are worth 10 /. a year, though he may not have any profit or any tenure but as a 
tenant from year to year, is entitled to register ? — I understand so.’ 

311. You know that persons of that description must be entirely in the power 
of their landlords, and they can turn them off by a notice to quit ? — Of course. 



Re-examined by Mr. Pollock. 

[A Paper was shown to the Witness.'] 

312. Will you take that list into your hand, and tell me how many of those you 
think you know?— [27/6 Witness read the Z/5/.] — I know 12 out of this list of 21, 
and the other names are familiar witli me. 

313. Do you believe that those 12 could register as 50/. freeholders? — Ex- 
eluding the peers and the females, and those I do not know, I think there are 
about 7 of the 12 that ought to be able to register as 50/. freeholders. 

314. Do you know the properties of those that you are not personally acquainted 
with ? — I cannot say that I do. 

315. Committee.] — Do you know of your own knowledge that the property held 
by those seven is freehold property? — I cannot say of my own knowledge, except 
in the case of two or three, that it is freehold property. 

316. Do they reside upon those properties ? — Not all of them ; but when I say 
that I think there are seven 50 /. freeholders, I include the residences. 

31 7. Without knowing the tenure, the property is of a value which you think 
would entitle them to register as 50/. freeholders ? — Yes. 

318. The evidence you have given is only upon the first page of the list put 
into your hands ? — That is all, and indeed only the first column of that pase. 

527. B 4 ^ ^ 
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Lu7ioi, 8" die Julii^ 1833 - 

The Right Howouiiable Siii JOHN BYNG, Baht. 
IN the chair. 



Sir Thomas Charles Yates, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

Sir 319. I BELIEVE you are one of ihe Commissioners for settling the Boundaries 

Thoviat C. Yaie$. ©f Boroughs ? — I was, 

' 320. Did you, amontj other.s, pay attention to the town and county of the town 

Mtt Carrickfergus ?— I did. 

321. Had you been previously acquainted with Carrickfcrgu.s ? — I never was 
in it before. 

322. How long were you employed in the investigation necessary for settling 
the boundary of Carrickfergus 1 — Five days. 

323. Will you state to the Committee what measures you adopted in order to 
become acquainted with the necessary information ? — I first sent for the authori- 
ties, consisting of the magistrate, or magistrates, as I was informed, of the post- 
master and others. 

324. And the mayor? — ^Tlicrc was no mayor at the time ; I did examine one 
that had been a mayor. 

325. Do you mean that there was no mayor, or that the mayor was not resi- 
dent ? — ^Tlic mayor was not resident in Carrickfcrgu.s at the time ; indeed I believe 
there was no mayor. 

326. Can you state the names of the magistrates whom you consulted? — A 
Mr. Burley, who, I understood, was a magistrate ; the Rev. John Dobbs, a clergy- 
man, and there are a great many people who were there, whose names I do not 
remember. 

327. Did you consult a gentleman of the name of M‘Skimin ? — Mr. M'Skimin, 
I did, and the postmaster, and all the officers belonging to the Customs, an 
admiral and a captain of the navy, every body -that 1 thought could give me 
information ; I took every po.ssible measure that could be suggested to me to 
collect information as to the borough. 

328. What was the result of that, as far as the population and the number of 
houses went? — The re.sult of my information is in print. 

329. Do you believe that .statement, so printed, is correct? — I believe it to be 
perfectly correct. 

330. Committee.] — What is the population, according to that statement? — 
Eight thousand six hundred. 

[The Statement was read from the Report on the Boundaries in Ireland, p. 23 .] 

330. -//. You have added the probable constituency under the Reform Bill ; was 
that collected at the time from the best information you could get? — It was. 

[The same was read from the said Report.] 

33 1 . If all the freemen were disfranchised, according to this account, there would 
be 658 ? — There would. 

332. Have you gone over a number of other boroughs, as well as Carrickfergus ? 
— Yes. 

333. Therefore you can draw some competent inference from that ? — I can, and 
I have done so, and the result is, that Carrickfcrgu.s stands the fourteenth borough 
out of 33 in Ireland ; I mean that it stands the fourteenth borough in point of 
consequence, witli regard to the constituency. 

334. I believe that in Carrickfergus there are a number of highly respectable 
individuals settled and residing tiierc for a constancy r — There are. 

335 ' Persons who have retired from tlieir various professions ? — Yes, so much 
so, that I look upon Carrickfergus as one of the most respectable boroughs -in the 
whole of my tour in Ireland. 

336. Did you make any recommendation to the Government respecting the 
freemen and their continuance as part of the constituency? — I did recommend to 
the Government to disfranchise the freemen. 

337. Wa.s 
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337. Was that in consequence of your opinion of tlie respectability of the iO/. Sir 
constituency, and other parties who would then become the elective bodies'^— It Thomas C. YaUs. 

was ; I recommended the total disfranchisement of the freemen, and that each 10/ 

householder or occupier should resume that franchise under the Reform Act • and ® 

I then stated, that I considered that the constituency would be superior to’most 
borouo'hs, and equal to any. ^ 

338. Was that in consequence of the opinion you formed of their respectability 
and character, and the station that a great many of them hold in society’— 

Exactly ; and in comparing it witli the oilier boroughs that I had gone 
through. ° 

339. Has any thing tran.spired to change that opinion?— On the contrary 
I told the Government at the time, that as they could not legislate specially for 
Carrickfergus, so as to disfranchise the freemen, they would soon have occasion to 
discover why they sliould disfrancliise them altogether, that is, upon the first elec- 
tion that the corruption would show itself evidently. 

340. That is quoad the freemen r — Quoad the freemen. 

Ed'avnned by the Commitlfic. 

341 . You are totally unconnected with the borough of Carrickfergus?— I am. 

342. You were solely acting in the performance of an official duty ?— Entirely 
so ; I have no connexion with any individual belonging to it. 

343. Have you ever been stationed there ?— I never was there before. 

344. How many boroughs had you a similar duty to perform at ? — Seventeen. 

345. All in Ireland? — Entirely. 

346. Was there any other officer accompanying you ?— There was an engineer 
officer accompanying me. 

347-_ you think that the constituency could be added to with advantage, by 
ex^nding the limits of the borough r — You could not extend it without you changed 
the position, it is the county of the town. 

34b. If any addition was made, would it not include a very respectable con- 
stituency ? — I rather apprehend you could not improve the constituency as to 
respectability, whatever you might do as to its numbers. 

349. What number of freemen have become 10/. householders ?— That I cannot 
tell ; that is a subsequent matter. 

350. How many houses did you calculate capable of affording 10/. house- 
holders? — Five hundred and twenty-two. 

3,51. Tliat includes the landed part as well as the town itself? Yes, out of 

which there was a deduction made for the female occupants, and double occupants, 
and houses that were vacant. 

3.52- You made as minute an inquiry as you could? — Nothing could be more 
minute than the inquiries we made ; we examined every body that we supposed 
could give us information. 

353- Yet, though you consider 1 74 freemen would be reserved, does it not appear 
that there was upwards of a 1 ,000 reserve ? — It is to be observed, that many of the 
10/. occupiers are freemen, therefore we give them that denomination to meet the 
Reform Bill, but there are 129 that are non-resident, and those are struck off. 

354. You found 170 qualifying houses altogether ? — ^Yes. 

355- Was the number you gave of occupiers exclusive of the freemen? — No, 
the people occupying the houses were the freemen. 

356. Then in the town itself and the suburbs, you found but 133 qualified 
occupiers ? — Exactly so. 

357. And the others making up the number belonged to the county of the 
town? — Ye.s, the agricultural district. 

358. You are quite apprized that those persons who do not have a lease are 
mere occupiers for years? — I am perfectly apprized of that. 

359. And they need not have any profit? — I am perfectly aware of that. 

• ■360. Is it, not the fact, that there are no class of men that would naturally be 
80 dependent upon their landlords as the landholders in the county of the town that 
may still register as voters? — I should apprehend that they are chiefly lease- 
holders in. the .county of the town, and a great many of those in the town 
chiefly so. 

3f> 1 . Is that the result of your inquiry ? — It is. 

c 562. Are 
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Sir 362. Are you fi ware lliiit llieri; is only tine leuseliokler registered in tlic entire 

Thomas C. borough ? — I cannot be aware whether tliat is so, 

• — 3f)3. Y011 have siaUal, that you derived your inrorination jjrincipally from the 

iSa'f’ magistrates and the officers of the Customs, and so on ; were they magistrutes for 
the borough, or were they magistrates fortlie county'! — For tlio county of llie town. 

364. It is stated in your lieport that there wore a]>out i(),(M)0 acres included in 
the county of the town ; do you know wliosc property that is r — U is the corpora- 
tion property. 

30,5. Is it leased? — It is leased in perpetuity, so much so, that tlio corporation 
have only a very small interest in it, to the extent of about 230/. a year. 

3Ij(3. Is it renewed from time to time ? — 1 apprehend not; 1 appreliend it is let 
in perpetuity according to the usage of Ireland, upon leases of lives renewable 
for ever. 

3C7. You consulted the persons you have mentioned in compliance with the 
general instructions you had received ? — 1 did. 

368. Docs any part of the 16,000 acres belong to any body but the corporation? 
— Not a single acre of it ; it was all given in fee to the eorporaliun, and they, 
some considerable time ago, let it out to dift'erent parties. 

369. Has not the Marquis of Donegal a good deal of it? — He has some of it; 
but 1 should think no more than the Marquis of Downsliirc; I should think 
Lord Blayney had as rauch also, and several others. 

370. Will you mention tlie principal proprietors under the corporation ? — 

I cannot. 

371. You have stated that you had never been at Carrickfergus previous to lliis 
visit that yon made for the purpose of ascertaining tlie bnundary ; you .stated, that 
you examined the magistrates and other authorities that you conceived would give 
you a fair idea of the real situation of the constituency ; you next .stated, that you 
conceived, that if the freemen had been disfranchised, the 10/. liouseliohlers would 
have formed as respectable a constituency as any Ijorough in Ireland ; was tlie 
information you received of that nature to lead you at once to the conehision of 

making this. decided distinction between the freemen and the householders? 

It was. 

372. You were led. to suppose, from that information, that the freemen wore 
liable to be corrupted, but that the 10/. householders would not be in the .same 
.situation? — ^That was the inference I was bound to draw from the information 
I obtained, .so much so, that I went to the extent of recommending their being 
disfranchised altogether, and resuming the elective franchise under the qualilication 
of 10/. householders. 

373. In the estimate you^ have given of the comstituency that would subsist 
after the disfranchisement of the freemen, did you mean thereby a constituency 
that would be exempt from any liability to corruption?—! think as little liable as 
any other constituency that I have discovered throughout my search, and I thought 
rather better. 

374' Were you apprized at that time that it was an exceeding corru]>t town?— 

I was, and therefore made particular inquiries were tliat corruption existed. 

375. You went to every house yourself, in order to satisfy yourself? I did ; 

I first made an inquiry myself, and I then sot people to work to a.sccrtain whether 
I had calculated properly or not. 

37C. It appears that your calculation of the constituency wms, 10/. houseliolders 
522 ; frcclioldens, not occupiers, 16; freemen, whose rights may ho reserved 174; 
did you take those 174 as men not capable of lieing turned into 10/. liouseliolders? 
— I did ; I took the 174 as real paupers. 

377. And of eoiirse yon do not mean to say that there would not be more free- 
men remaining, but that other freemen would occupy the house.s ? 1 considered 

that every one were freemen. 

378. Were you apprized that under llic Reform Act, 885 had actually registered; 
and only 101 householders? — That 1 am not aware of. 

379. Would it not follow from that, that the remainder of the number were 
occupied by men that were not freemen ? — They are holders of cottages, with land 
sufficient to qualify them to rate under the Reform Bill. 

• 380. Areyou awave thata good deal of .spirit of electioneering has existed in 
Carrickfergus for some time past ? — Yes. 

381. It appears by the Registry that there were 32 freeholders, five leaseholders, ’ 

and 
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and one rent-cliargei', and you perceived by that, that out of the S22 there were Sir 

but lOI that tiad occasion to register as householders, and they must therefore be t-'- 

freemen ?— fhe 522 extend over the county of the town, and I apprehend that 

the 101 are registered only in the town. 8 July, 

382. And your inspection and your account of their state of dependence or in- 
dependence was prior to the last election, and before the experience of the last 
election ?— Yes ; but what I .said with respect to their independence was excepting- 
the lower grade of freemen, which I consider to be aliout 300. ^ ® 

3S3. Were you informed that the MarquU of Donegal had given free houses to 
voters?— If I did receive such information, I do not recollect it; I have not looked 
over my paper.s to refresh my memory. 

384. Do you recollect that, beside free houses, he had given free potato plots ?— 

I do not recollect any thing of the sort. ^ ^ 

3^5- You have stated that the number of freemen you thought liable to im- 
putation, and with regard to whom you recommended a disfranchisement was 
about 300, and the rest of the freemen you considered of an unexceptionable 
class I — i did, from the information I received. 

386. Then, of course, you inquired particularly upon that topic'?— I did. 

387. And you gave that recommendation from the information you received’— 

1 did. 

388. You have stated that you considered most of the 522 to be freemen and 
you added 174 that you considered mere pauper freemen; and therefore the 
estimate you made of the freemen at that time, amounted to 696, and out of that 
696, you only considered 300 as liable to this imputation ?— Certainly. 

389. You stated that the area of the land belonged to the Marquis of Downsliire 

and other noblemen ; do they let the land again to others ?— They do ’ 

390. Do they let it in small lots ?— Not in very small lots. 

391. If that land was to be let upon very small lots, with buildings upon them 
could not they swamp the whole of the voters in the town by that means 
Provided they were to separate the holdings ; but you could prevent that at once 
by giving them an interest. 

392. Do you know whether tho.se estates are let out upon short leases or upon 
ong leases?— Upon long leases, I apprehend; I heard no complaints of short 
leases, or any thing of the kind. 

393. Are there not several other proprietors besides tlie two noblemen that have 
been mentioned? — There are several others. 

394. Among the whole of the authorities you consulted, was there an unanimous 
opinion with regard to the freeholders and the 10/. hou.seholders, or was there a 
difference of opinion ? — There was no difference of opinion upon that .subject ; all 
that I consulted agreed upon that point ; I asked them all that very question.’ 

Mr. Saynuel M^Skimin, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

395. WHERE do you live ?— At the Irish Quarter, in the town of Carrickfergus. Mr. 

396. How long have you resided there? — I have resided there about 34 years. 

397- Have you at any time published a book upon the subject of Carrickfergus^ — — 

— Yes, and it went through three editions. ° 

398. How long ago was it that you'first published that book?— In 1811. 

399. What was the subject of it? — It was a general history of the antiquities of 
the county and town of Carrickfergus. 

400. How long were you employed in collecting materials for that book?— 

Before I published the first edition, I suppose eight or ten years. 

401. Did you at any time take the state of the population of the county of the 
town of Carrickfergus ?— I took it in 1813, in 1821 and in 1831. 

402. What was the census in 1831? — It was 8,698. 

403. Did you give any information to Sir Thomas Yates ? — Yes. 

405. Then his statement of the quantity of English acres is correct? — I presume 
so ; the statement he gave was procured from the engineers or the surveyors. 

406. What is the prevailing religion at Carrickfergus ? — Protestant. 

407. In what proportion, do you think? — The greater part are Presbyterians.. 

408. In what proportion are the Protestants as compared with the Catholics? 

I should think the Catholics are from 1,050 to 1,100 ; I am sure there cannot be 
less than 1,050, ‘and I think they may amount to 1,100. 

• 527. c 2 409. What 
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Mr: 409. Whut is the; sort of land? — Tlie lowfiv part oi' the; parish that rxlcnds 

Samuel M'Shiiniii. along tlic shovc, a gTcat part, of it. is as good land us any Ivoland. 

' 410. What proportion is tliatt.o the whole? — .It is tiot a half, Imt it is near it. 

^1833' ^ — There is a moimtainous tract in it that is 

inferior, hut a good part of it is good land. 

412. Do you know what is the usual tenure of the land llicre within the county 
of the town? — It is usually leasehold. 

413. For long or short term.s? — Oencmlly 31 or *11 years. 

414. What sized holdings are they, arc they very small ? — No, lhi;y are not very 
small, but there arc a good many small ones. 

415. And Roiiip. large?— Yes. 

416. How many do you tliink co\dd register for the county (|ualihealion? 

1 think the freeholders would la; between 80 and 90; I have heard some; suppose 
there were lOO, but T cannot think they would exceed 90. 

417. Does that include the 21 and 14 yciirs leaseholders? — I urn not ac- 
quainted with the exact terms of the leases, but 1 have not heard ol' any loa,ses of 
14 years. 

418. Committee.] — According to your judgment, if they were thrown into tlie 
county of Antrim at large, wliat number would be able to vote at tlic Antrim 
election ? — 1 do not tbink there would be above 90, to the best of iny information. 

419. How many leaseholders do you think there woidd he who could not 
register for the county qualification, but who might regi.ster \tpon the Icasdiold 
qualification? — 1 could not .say, and the reason is this, there arc a mimber that 
could register either as Iciiseholdcrs or freeholders. 

420. 7'here are .some that could not register as I'reeholders, hut who mi«>-ht 
register as leaseholders ; can you form any judgment a.s to tliat mnnher ? — I could 
not. 

42 ! . How many do you think there are that have a house and land ? I gave 

an account of it to the attorney, and I have not got a copy of the paper. 

422. Would it be 290? — Yes. 

423. Do you think that is pretty accurate? — I do ; I have taken those items 
from the most minute investigations that I could. 

424. Now, as to the householders, how many are there? — One hundred and 
fifty-, six, or thereabouts ; but a number could register as householders wdjo could 
have a choice, that is, they could either regi.ster a.s liouse and lanclljolders or as 
leaseholders. 

425. Is there also one person possessing a rent-charge ? — Yes. 

426. Upon these data, what is the aggregate amount of the constituency, sup- 
posing the freemen were put out of tlic question ? — Five hundred and forty-two ; 
when I say tliis, I put it at the lowest number, but my own private opinion is that 
there would be 560 ; but in giving a public opinion, I wi,s)i to be at the lowest 
number. 

427. In that estimate you have taken care to prevent any person from appear- 
ing in two characters, so as to have a greater mimber than there ought to be? 

As far as in my power. 

428. You are aware that a registry took place under the Reform Act ; did you 
register yourself?— Only as a freeman. 

429. Did all the persons qualified to register as freeholders and Iea.seholder,s 
and householders, register? — No; a great many regi.stored as freemen that could 
have registered otherwise. 

430. Did a great many not register at all ?— There were a number, but I cannot 
say how many. 

43.J- Do you know why they did not register ?— No ; 1 had no private commu- 
nication with them upon the subject. 

432. Was there any general motive tliat prevented any number from register- 
ing? — I do not know. 

4,3.3- Was there any talk'of being swamped by the freemen? — I did not hear 
it ; but I was only in the court the day I registered my.sclf. 

434. Do you think that might have operated upon parties to induce them not to 
register m the first instance? — I never heard any thing for or against it. 

435- I believe you took no part whatever in the election ? — No part whatever. 
436.- Did you vote?— I did not. 

437. Have 
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437- Have you any idea that the number of voters qualified under the Reform 
Bill would increase if the freemen were disfranchised ? — I am sure it would. 

438. Will you state your reason for thinking so? — I think one of the great 
reasons would be that they would improve the houses in the town. 

439. I understand that a great many parties who have retired from business 
have taken houses at Carrickfergus and live there? — There are some. 

440. Is there not a considerable part of the inhabitants of Carrickfergus of a 
highly respectable character? — I think there are. 

441. Are there any country houses built within tlie limits of the county of the 
town? — A good number. 

442. Where do tlie persons live in the winter that come to those country houses 
in the summer?— In Belfast and its neighbourhood. 

443. Arc there many of them ?■ — Not a great number. 

444- Is that number likely to increase? — I could not say. 

445. I believe the county cess is about 1,000^. a year? — I believe it is. 

446. And the church cess of course less ? — Yes ; sometimes the church cess is 
twice as much as at others. 

447. Were you one of the parties that assisted Sir Thomas Yates? — Yes. 

448. Did you give him the information you arc now giving to the Committee? 
—-Yes, as far as he asked me. 

449. Was all the information that you gave him as correct as you could give 
him? — I think so; I gave it with that persuasion, and he appeared to be con- 
vinced of it at the time. 

4,50. You said you could register iu more characters than one ; you registered 
as a freeman, liow could you have registered besides? — I have an interest as a 
leaseholder of 30/. a year or thereabouts. 

451. A beneficial interest? — Yes. 

Examined by the Committee. 

452. Are those calculations made by yourself? — Yes. 

4,<i3. You know that this borough has been contested between the Donegal 
family and the Corporation? — Yes. , 

454. That took place in the former elections ? — Yes. 

455. You were active in two or three elections? — Only in one could Ibe called 
an agitator. 

45(5. But you took part in two, without being an agitator in the second? 

1 did not do any thing in the second. 

457. In the one in which you were an agitator, was tliere not some bribery 
going on? — 1 have heard of such things. 

■ 458. Did not you see a little money paid ? — I never was present at the promise 
nor giving of money for a vote in my life, either then or at any other period. 

459. Did you see any money deposited? — 1 did not, nor given; I was 
exceedingly busy in consequence of having a general knowledge of the lower 
order of people, and I had a great hostility to the Marquis of Donegal’s in- 
fluence, from what I conceived that they had given me great offence and injury; 
I acted without any solicitation from Lord George Hill or any of his party. 

460. Is it not pretty well understood that there was money going at that 
election ?r-I have heard of it. 

4(5 1. What was the highest sum that you heard that any man got for his vote 
at tliat election? — I cannot say that I heard any sum particularly mentioned. 

462. About how much did any vote at that election run, as high as20/. ? — 
Never to my knowledge. 

463. Have you heard of it ? — No. 

464. Did not you hear the common rate that they were bought at? — I heard 
that people had been asking money ; the part that I took was entirely in con- 
sequence of the injury I had received. 

465. What injury did you receive? — In 1802, there was a court held for the 
admission of freemen, in which a great many were admitted ; 1 was one of those- 
shortly after there was an action entered against those freemen, of which I was one 
in the Court of King’s Bench, and they hired people to say they were fools, and 
I was one of the fools, and was broken accordingly. 

466. Did you loose your freedom?— Yes; -and the next time I went up to be 
made a freeman they put me down, and I went up to be made again, and the rules 
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of the Court Eincl the laws of the land liacl altered, elikI I had to pay 3/. 17,?. 9^/ 
Irish, and I said to myself, now if ever I Inive an opportunity 1 will iray you for 
my 3/. I7.V. Or/. 

467. .Did you ever make out iiny Jiccounts at any of the elections ? — I did not • 

I will tell you all 1. overdid: about five nmnths after, the hito Mr. Hiuidloy .said 
to me, “Tlicre arc a number of people that have lost houses and gardens, and been 
turned out of work in consequence of giving their voles ; I would not wish that the 
poor people should be injured ; will you make out a list of those [>eoplo, th.it they 
may be recompensed ?” 1 made out a list, but before any settlement took place he 
died. And about five or six months after, I luid given him the list, Mr. Daly said 
tome that there were some people that had been to him about houses and kind 
that they had lost, iind I think he gave mo about GO/., whieh 1 gave awiiy to those 
people who had lost houses and lands, or luul been t\micd ont'of work for Imving 
voted for Lord George Hill, and in consequence of this, a word got abroad Eit the 
last election that 1 had money to dispose of, and a number of people tluit liacl no 
possible claim came and abused me because I would not recommend them, and 
1 got a good deal of ill-will upon the subject. ’ 

468. - Then you gave that GO /. to persons that had actually voted for Lord George 

Hill? — ^Ycs. ® 

469. Was that the Marquis of Downshire s money ? — I do not know whose 
money it was. 

470. Do not you believe it was the Marquis of Downsliirc’.s ?— I eaimot form 
any opinion upon the subject ; I got it from Mr. Daly. 

471. Then ill consequence of that, you say a number of freemen came endea- 
vouring to get money from you ; how many do you think ? — I could not say. 

472. Do you know Mr. Dunn ? — Yes, very well. 

^ 473- Did you ever tell him that you believed there had not voted 30 for Lord 
George Hill, that were not bribed?— I never told liim so to my recollection • 
Mr. Dunn has been in the habit of coming occasionally to my house, and I told hinl 
many things in fun about the Corporation. 

474- Did you ever tell him that almost every body that voted for Lord George 
Augustus Hill was bribed ?~I could not tell him any such thing, for 1 could not 
tell what I did not know. 

475- Was Mr. Dunn of the opposite party from yourself ?— The extreme in 
the opposite party, and I was well aware of it. 

47<i. Therefore he was not likely to come to you to get any thing out of von 5— 
He was nof able. « j ■ 

477- Were tliere many others like yourself, of your own station in life that 
registered as freemen instead of householders ?~A good many. 

478. Supposing the limits of the borough were extended some tliree or four 
miles, would it not include a very respectable constituency ?— Uiuiue-stioimbly it 



ni/llLighte ‘ 

lof hmfseb‘'n l“>w many additional 
Wl. Iiouseliolders would it give r— It would give a great number. 

481. Would it give an addition of 200?— Fully, I suppose. 

482. Do you know the free houses tliat the Marquis ofDoncgal gave '—I know 

some houses tliat arc said to bo free. ^ 

f'™ I'ousos, llie free potatoo plots ?— I know 

Umt“vier “'I rl" n ^ ‘>‘'d ground, 

that voted against the Donegal interest. ” ’ 

484. Bo you know how much they got for voting against it ?— I do not. 

48,5. Can you tell mo how many free lioascs there are?— I could not ■ and nne 
reason is, that one man that lived in the same street produced mo a receipt and 
convinced me that I was mistaken. rocoipt, and 

486. Can you state how many free houses there arc ?— I suppose there are 10 
or 12, according to common fame. 

—I do not knw'^''” “f Donegal had ? 

488. Can you state whether there are 40 ?— I could not say, 

489. Can you say whether or not there were 100?— By no means. 

490; Can 
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490, Can you say whetliei- or not there are .50 ?— I could not say, I think there 
are not 50. 

491. Can you say whether or not there are 40 ?— I should not suppose there 
were '40. 

ir "‘''“S’* yo“ 0“‘ this important part of the calculation 

It .1 had had instructions I should have inquired into it. 

'493- Who instructed you upon any subject?— I was requested by this .rentier 
man to make out this calculation. 

494. And he did not ask you to make any calculation about the free houses t— 
lie did not. 

49J. Can you tell how many free potatoe lots there are? — I cannot. 

4gfi. But you know there are such things ?— I have heard so. 

497. Supposing the limits of the borough were extended to 8ve miles round, 
whose property would it chiefly include; would it belong to a few individuals or to 
a great many ?— Some of it would belong to the Marquis of Donegal ; I think the 
greater part ; and some of it would belong to the Bishop of Down and Connor, 

' and some of it to Mr. Dobbs. 

498. Is that the father of the gentleman that was returned ?— The father of the 
pntleman ; and some of it would belong to a Mr. Geare, and I think some of it to 
Lord Dungannon, and some to Lord Blayney. 

499. Is that property chiefly let out in leases in small tenements ? — A good 
deal is what we call large farms in the North of Ireland. 

500. What do you call large farms in the North of Ireland ’—Thirty or forty 
acres. 

501. Is It land upon long lease.s, or leases from year to year? — I think they are 
generally 3 1 year.s leases ; three lives ; some of it is held at will. 

502. You said that your reason for taking a part in the election of 1830, was 
owing to a little gTudge to Lord Donegal ; was not that little grudge the whole cause 
of the contest, from others feeling like you ; was not that the cause of Lord George 
Hill standing against the Donegal interest ?— It was one of the causes. 

503. Do you know the principal proprietors in the county of the town of Carrick- 
fergus? — Yes. 

,504, Who do you think is the largest proprietor? — I think the Marquis of 
Donegal and the Marquis of Downshire are the two largest. 

505. You know the Marquis of Downshire has not had it very long ? — Yes. 

506. You know there is a suit in Chancery about it? — Yes, I have heard so. 

507. Who is the next largest proprietor? — Peter Kirk, esquire, I think is 
the next. 

508. Who is the fourth ? — I think Mr. Dobb.s and Lord Blayney would come 
in next. 

509. And, after them, who next? — I could hardly say as to others ; there are a 
great number of them. 

Re-examined by Mr. Pollock. 

510. You have been asked something about the free houses, which you seem to 
know nothing of but by report; do you know the houses that are reported to be 
free ? — Yes. 

511. Would the generality of them enable the occupiers to register as 10/. 
householders? — No, nor as 31 . householders. 

512. Have you been through that list? — [A Paper being shown to the Wilmss.'] 
— Yes. 

,513' Is that as far as you can judge, from your knowledge of the place, accurate? 
— As far as I can judge, it is. 

\The Paper was delivered in.~\ 

The Very Reverend He 7 ny Leslie, Dean of Connor, called in ; 
and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

514. DO you hold the living of Carrickfergus ? — I do. 

515. How long have you had that living? — Between eight and nine year.s. 

5j 6. I believe it forms a parish within itself? — It does. 

517. What may be the yearly value of it? — The tithes are held under a com- 
position for 400 /. a year. 

5 1 8. Do you reside near Carrickfergus? — I do, within two miles of the boundary 
of the parish, and five of the town ; there is no glebe-house in the parish. 
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519. Are you frequently at Carrickfergus?^ — 'Very frequently ; before ibe last 
five years I lived in the pariah. I have not latterly been able to get a hotise in 
the parish. 

.520. Have you acquired a general knowledge of the inhabitants of Carrickfergus? 
— Yes, I know them generally. 

521. Do you think that if a conslituency of 10/. householder, s were formed, it 
would include a great number of re-spectable jjer.sons in the town and in the county 
of the town? — I think it would, 

,522. I believe the county of Antrim is your native comity?— It is. 

523. Therefore you have been longer acquainted with Carrickfergu.s than since 
you became incumbent? — have. 

524. I understand that a great uunilKir of the freemen are of the lower clas,s of 
people? — ^I'liey arc. 

525. Are tliere a groat many fishermen and otliers, that would not be jiart of 
the constituency of the 10/. householders?— There are. 

526. Have you made any c.stimateof the number of the 10/. householders within 
the limits of the borough?— I conceive there might be a con.stitueucy formed of 
about 500 or upwards perhaps, suppo.sing the freemen disfranchised ; and I think, 
as a whole, perhaps as respectable a constituency as would be found any where 
in the kingdom of the same extent. 



K.ramimd h\j the Committee.. 

527. Of course those scones of bribery which have taken place in all their 
detail were not at all communicated to you ? — I knew nothing of them wliatcver. 

528. Are you apprised of the jiopulatioii of the county of the town of Carrick- 
fergus ? — It is somewhere belweeu 8,000 and !),()00. 

529. Are you apprised tliat upwards of 1,000 of those are voters; that there 
are nearly 1,000 freemen?—! understood that the iVcomcn were somewhat 
about 900. 

530. Are you apprised that, upon the calculations of population, there cannot 
be more, out of a population of 7,000, than about 2,000 male adults of the ae-e 
of 21?— I am not. 



531. Is it your opinion that, independent of the present 1,000 voters, that out 
of the remaining 1,000 males in tliat town, 500 respectable persons could 
found ? — Certainly. 

532- Exclusive of those wlio are at prc,sent regi.stercid?— No ; including- those 
who would be retained, siqiposing the freemen were disfraneliised. 

,533- You .say you rc-side out of the limits of the borough : on wliieh side of 
the town? — On the Belfast side. 



>i34' If file Itmits of tlie borouKli were uxteiicled to a circumforoi,cc of five 
miles, would it not iiidudc a great addition of roupcctablo conatitiioiicy?— Cer- 
tainly ; the parish is bounded on one side by the sea, it would Irave no efi'ect 
there ; but upon the western side, towards Belfast, it would iiiolude a number of 
very respectable person.s. 

■ particular town.sliip.s ?— No ; there i.s one village, 

III which 1 do not imagine there would be any voters ; tliev are merely men em- 
ployed m a cotton lactory. ' ^ 

Can you give any idea wliat number would be given liy a circumfcreucc 
ol five miles in addition lo tlic present?— I cannot form any opinion upon that 
subject at tlie present; in my own neighbourhood it would include many very 
respectable persons. ^ 

537- Vou stated that if the present freemen were disfranchised, you think 
a respectahio constituency ol tho number of .fiOO might still ho formed out of the 
lai. householders ; can you state from recollection what portion of tliut 500 would 

bnt'? ruT’’ " ““''‘ty district?—! am not (luitc sure, 

hut 1 think there would he somewhere from 160 to 180 housolioldcrs in the town, 
and the otliers would be in the country district. 

538- Did Sir Charles Yates consult with you when ho wa.s making Ills survey 
by order ot Government?— No, he did not. 

539- ^0 far as rumour attached to any c'lass of persons with reo-ard to the 
ottence of bribery m the late election, did it attach to any of those whom you 

Talre oet'rbilb: 



,540. But 
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540 - you heard a rumour of bribery ? — I heard that money was given, but 
I did not hear any name mentioned. 

541 . Did that rumour attach upon any particular class of persons ? — It was con- 
fined, I always understood, to the freemen exclusively. 

542. Did you include in this constituency, that you conceive could be made up 
of 500 respectable persons, any of those that rumour attached upon as having 
been bribed? — Certainly not; that is formed upon the supposition that the free- 
men were disfranchised. 

543. Does your acquaintance with the people of Carrickfergus extend beyond 
those of your own congregation? — Generally. 

544. How far on the Belfast road does the boundary of the county of the town 
go to ? — It is nearly within three miles of Belfast. 

545. Are there not many of those that vote at present as freemen that are per- 
sons of considerable property ? — There are. 

546. Did you vote at either of the three last elections ?— I did not vote at the 
last election ; I was in Dublin ; I was only about an hour in the town during the 
election. 

547. Did there appear to be much drunkenness prevailing?— -I had little 
opportunity of seeing, but I believe there was; there was no rioting; I believe 
there was not a blow struck in the election. 

548. Who did you intend to vote for if you had remained?— I intended to 
vote for Mr. Dobbs. 



Mr. Samuel M‘Skmin, again called in ; and Examined by the Committee, 

. 549. DO you know the three Harpers? — Yes. 

550. What are they? — Farmers. 

551. What quantity of land do they hold? — I do not know the quantity; 
I would call them small farmers. 

552. Do they hold 10 /. a year ? — I cannot say ; I have been in their houses and 
over their ground, but I could not say the exact quantity. 

553. Are they Protestants or Presbyterians? — Pre,sbyterians. 

554. Cannot you say whether you think they have ground and houses that are 
worth 10 /. a year each?— I cannot tell ; the oldest Harper holds more than any of 
the sons. 

555. Did they vote at the last election as freemen? — I have heard so. 

556. Have they property sufficient to qualify as 10 /. householders? — I do not 
know ; I suppose that the father might do so, but I would rather think that the 
sons could not do so. 



Robert Scott Bradshaw, Esquire, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock, 

357. ARE you a Barrister at the Irish Bar? — I am. 

558. Where do you reside ? — I reside at present in Belfast. 

559. Have you ever resided in or near Carrickfergus ? — I have resided during 
the greatest part of my life in the neighbourhood of Carrickfergus, and frequently 
I have resided in the town of Carrickfergus. 

560. Have you become very well acquainted with the town and that part of 
the surrounding country which constitutes the county of the town?— -I am 
extremely well acquainted with the nature of the county of the town of 
Carrickfergus. 

561. About what is the population of the town itself? — I do not know 
accurately, but I should suppose it is a town of between 4,000 and 5,000 in- 
'habitants. 

562. Are thei’e a great number of very respectable parties resident within the 
town of Carrickfergus? — ^There are a great number of very respectable persons 
live in the town of Carrickfergus, and there are a great number of very good houses 
in the town. 

563. Are those parties, some members of the corporation, and some not ?-r-There 
are many that I am acquainted with in the town that are not members of the 
corporation, but I do not know accurately wbo are and who are not. 

527. D 564. What 
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5G4. What iiumbor of C|mili(iocl lionsos do you think tlun-e would be in Carrick- 
forgus itself, supposing- 10/. were the (jualilication 1 have no acciu-ate means of 
judging, but iVoin what 1. know of tenements which (jualify in Belfast, [ should 
think there must bo in Carriekfergus not much lower ih'au 200 houses worth 
10 /.'a year. 

505. Do you know Mr. M'Skimin 't — I am not much acquainted with him, but 
I know his character to be very high indeed. 

5G6. Do you know him as the iuve.stigator of pop\dation, and statistical par- 
ticulars, and so on, of Carriekfergus, and having publislied upon the subject? 

I know that he has published upon the subject ; 1 have read his book, and from 
what I have read of his hook, and from what I know of hi,s eharacter, I conceive 
him to be better adiipted than any person in Ii-('hu)d for statistic information. 

Do you go that Circuit? — I do ; 1 have gone it since IBIB. 

rjG^. From yonr knowledge of the iidiahitants of CaiTickhn-gus, do you consider 
the middling and higher classes to be very n.-speetable persons?- — The hio-lier 
classes and the middling classes J should consider to be extremely re, speetable ; 
witli respect to the lower class of Carriekfergus, if bribery at elections be left out 
of the question, 1 conceive them to be as respectable a body as 1 am aequaiuted 
with any where ; they area peculiarly intelligent and honest community ; with 
respect to bribery, there is a good deal of looseness, not only in the lower but in the 
higiier orders of society; I conceive there is very slight dilFcnmec in jmint of 
morality, and if any, it is only in favour of the poor who receive tlic bribes, rather 
than the rich who give them. 

569. Coim}iUic’e.']—X)Q you mean that the higher class of the pco])le of (hirrick- 
fergus would lake bribes? — I do not; but I believe there are per.soii.s more 
respectable tliaii the poor freemen of C'aiTickfergus who are not very strict upon 

570. Mr. Pollock .] — Can yon state whether the calendar at the assizes generally 
contains many or few of the Carriekfergus people ?-—With respect to the county 
of Antrim, I can say that I know no district of the county in which there is so 
small a calendar, or any thing approaching to it, as in the county of the town of 
Carriekfergus ; in fact, I have been present at three assizes at which there was not 
a single criminal for trial, and I can state that the Judges arc in the almost 
uniform habit of paying the highest compliment to the grand jury for the good 
order and obedience to the laws displayed in the county ofthe'town of Carrick- 
fergus. 

571- Of course, among the freemen of Carriekfergus, there are many of the 
lowest class of people? — There are. 

572. And many fishermen?— There are many fishermen among them; the 
fishermen however not being of the lowest order. 

573. What do you call the lowest order ; do you mean the artisans and various 
.sorts of labourers ( — Yes, persons of the lowest possible order. 

574. Supposing ii constituency was formed at Carriekfergus of the 10/. liousc- 
noklers and leaseholders, would not all the parties you liavc last alluded to be 
excluded ?— All the lower orders would be excluded ; ' there are a very considerable 
number of the freemen that could not qualify in that capacity. 

57 1. Commitlei:.]-- Are tbm many tliat could!— I undcretand there are some 
that could. 



Kvamined hi/ the Commttcc. 



370. You were counsel at the last election ?— For two day.s I acted as counsel. 

. 577. Were you apprised of the scenes of bribery that were goinsr on at that 
time ?— Certainly not. ° 

• 578- You were understood to say that the upper classes in Carriekfergus made 
no scruple of bribing the voters at the election ?~No, I know nothing of that; 
1 said that among the upper classes generally there is great laxity of feeling upon 
that subject; I did not mean to speak of the upper classes of Carriekfergus. 

579. Did yon moan to exclude the upper classes of Carriekfergus? — I do not 
know what opportunity they have of bribing ; probably if there was occasion they 
would do it. 

580. Do 
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.580. Do you know the Reverend John Chain ?— I do ; lie has only recently b-en 
resident m Carrickfergus. I believe not more than two Wars. ^ ^ 

1 in- ■ know that Carrickfergus is a good deal kept up by its beinn a sea 

a\rcaf eaS by P«™n‘ed from being a La^athing place to 

a great extent by the assizes being held there; the persons who come to lodyp 
being deprived of their lodgings at that time. ® 

582. Did It happen that the commissioners consulted w'itli you?--I had no con- 
sultation with them upon the subject. ^ 

583. Are you apprised that by the Population Returns it appears, that for the 

Sntv hM 1“^ --ittals ftan i’l. aimost any 

^ounty that there is in Ireland ?— I am not apprised of that fact, hut I believe it to 
be the case. Be fast is a large and thriving town, with a great many manufactures- 
Tluwe ° - t"'"' ‘S “‘'■“’’tly well condneted f and the "consequence is! 

theie aie more crimes dMected m Belfast than any other place ; the great maiorily 
of CMOS sent for trial at Carrickfergus undoubtedly arise from Belfast* ^ ^ 

such a thing known as an execution?— 1 am not apprised of the fact, but the 

I imve s'!-' l '" >a extremely the reverse of dishonest, and 

1 have scarcely ever witnessed a trial m the town of Carrickfergus which was not 
for some assaiilt or sbi.iething of the kind, arising from intempLnee , and with 
respect to dishonesty or fraud or larceny, any of those crimes are extremely rare. 

b“ '! Carrickfergus are very honest upon every 

other .subject except upon bribery r— I believe so ^ ^ 

586. When you state that you acted as counsel at the last election, had you been 

there but at the last election. Under the recent Act of Parliament I became an 
f ‘m’' ’n ku" ‘ Pa''P“*e of Toting, and finding a counsel employed 

foi Mr. Dobbs, I acted as counsel for Sir Arthur Chichester for two days. ^ 

5«7; 1 OU have Stated that you lived atone period in the borough of Carrick- 
tergusr— i have lived frequently for montlus together in tlic town, and I have 
resided the greater pari of my life within about a mile of the town. 

5ba. You are aware from report that there has been -a great deal of bribery at 
^ understand tJiere has been a great deal among the lower 

589. Do you believe that to be confined to the lower order?— I am afraid not to 
the lower order. 

590. To what number do you think within tlie present limit of the horouoh 
a pure constituency could be formed? — If the Legislature determined to disfran- 
chise the ireemen, and retain the constituency which is provided for by the other 
parts ofthe recent j^ct, I should be much surprised if the number were less than 500 
at least, but 1 have no accurate means of judging. 

591. Do you think that by extending the limits of the borougli, say to five mile.? 
a considerable addition might be made ? — An addition would be made, but'I think 
not a considerable addition. The country immediately surrounding the borough 
on one side is rather populou.s and respectable ; upon the other side it is not so • 
i suppose about 100 or 200 might be added, but not more than that: but I have 
not examined the case statistically. 

592. During the late election, was there a considerable degree. of drunkenness 
prevailing m the town of Carrickfergus ? — About as much as is usual at elections. 

593- L!an you state whether at the late election the bribery was solely confined 
to the freemen, or whether any of the 10/. householders partook of it? — I cannot 
.state any thing witli respect to the bribery except an opinion, and I should think 
It did^not extend to the householders ; but I have no means of judging, except what 
the Oommitfee have from the Report of the proceedings before the Election 
Committee. 

. 594- Are you aware that several of the present freemen might be converted 
into 10/. houseliolders, and would form a part of the constituency which you say 
would extend to 400 or 500? — I have been told that several of them would be 
quaufied to vote under the 10/. qualification, but I am convinced that of those 
who are the most subject to corruption, very few, if any, would be qualified. 

. 59 , 5- Are you aware how many registered 10/. householders there are in the 
town of Belfast?— About J.900, 1 think. 

■5^"- / » 596. What 
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59C. What is the population of Belfast'! — Sixty tlioiusaiul, iueluding' llic entire 
of that whicii is the present borough for the purpose of registration. 

597. How much is the population of Carrickfergus? — The po|>ulation of Car- 
rickferg'us,. including the county of the town, amounts to near 9,000. 

598. Is not Belfast a much more thriving place than Carrickfergus? — Certainly. 

599. Is not Currickfergus rather a decaying place ? — No, it i.s not a decaying 
place, but it Ls not a place of trade ; the franchise in Belfast is a liousdioid fran- 
chise alone, but iii Carrickfergus the constituency would be made up of freeholders 
and leaseholders. 

600. Of the 500 voters which you think would remain if the freemen were 
disfranchised, how many would be 10/. housisholdcrs ? — Something short of 200. ■ 

601. What would the remainder I)c? — They would be. leaseholdei'S and free- 
holders ; under a very recent Act it is not required that they sliould be resident 
and it is from that constituency, which does not exist in Belfast, lliat 1 make up 
the number of 500. 

602. Arc you aware that the present registry would not bear you out in tl)at 
view of the case ? — I know there are several persons who were entitled to register 
that have not registered at present. 



Conway Eihoard Dobbs, Esquire, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

603. WE understand that you arc the Recorder of Carrickfergus? — Yes. 

604. How long have you held that ofiice? — About 20 years. 

605. How long have you been acquainted with Carrickfergus? — Upwards of 
40 year.9, from the time I was a boy. 

606. Supposing that a con.stituency were desired to consist of freeholders, lca.se- 
holders and householders of 10/., what number do you believe they would amount to 
altogether ’—Looking to the population of the place, and the number of houses, and 
so forth, the estimate I had formed in my own mind upon that subject was 500. 

607. That is within the present boundary ? — Yes. 

608. A large number of those can register as freemen? — Certainly. 

609. Do you know whether a great number did register as freemen in pre- 
ference to registering under their new constituency ? — I only know it from having 
heard it; the facility of registering as freemen is so much greater than that of 
registering in any other capacity, that in every place I believe people preferred it. 

610. You took no part in the last election ?. — No. 

6n . Did you register yourself? — I did not. 

612. In what capacity shoidcl you have registered? — If I had registered, 
I should have registered as a leaseholder. 

613. What was the last election in which you took any active part ?— I have 
not taken any active part in any elcetimi since the year 1H12. 

614. Do you know whether bribery was carried on as long ago as that? I 

was very actively concerned in two or three elections, and so Ihr us niy knowledge 
extended, there was not a single sliilliiig given on the part of my friend. 

615. Was your friend .successful ?— On two occasions lie was ; Mr. Craig was 

the gentleman I allude to ; he carried it by a majority of 41 or 42. ' ^ 

616. Do you know how many polled upon tliose occasions?— I do npt • but 

I. suppose upwards of 800. ’ 

617. At what period was that? — Mr. Craigs election was in 1807, ami the last 
election in which I took any part was in 1812. 

618. We understand that a great number of freemen are of the lowest order, 
and accessible to bribery ?— Certainly, from what 1 have heard of the late elections. 

eig.^Doyou think thata constituency compo.sod of the 10/. householders and 
ireeholders and leaseholders would be a very respectable constitiiencv’ — In my 
opinion It would. 

620. Do you not think it would be more respectable than many other con- 
stituencies in Ireland? — I do ; there are peculiar circumstances with reo-ard to the 
state ot property m the town of Carrickfergus ; the property is more subdivided 
than in any part that I am acquainted with of the same area ; almost all the lands 
m the county of the town of Carrickfergus arc held under the corporation by fee- 
lavm grants ; the original allotment of that property was in burgage shares and 

half 
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lialf burgage shares, and so on, and they were generally about 40 acres and Comiay E. Dobbs, 
20 acres and 10 acres, and the greater portion of them fee-farm; in many cases 

persons became purchasers of a good nutnber of those shares, but there are still 

a great number of small properties of 10, 20, 30 and 40 acres, and they are held by 
different persons. 

O21. Then you think such a constituency would be highly respectable and 
little accessible to bribes? — I should say as little as any constituency can be 
expected to be. 

622. Of course, in 500 persons, you would not expect every person to be 
scrupulously honest, but, caitcrls paribus, as respectable as any other that could 
be named ? — I should say as respectable. 

Examined by the Committee. 

623. How many persons do you know that have not registered, who could ? — 

I have not had the means of ascertaining that. 

624. You of course, from your official situation, took no part in the elections ? — 

No ; when I took a part in former elections it was merely as an elector. 

625. Though you took no part in the late elections, were you present in Car- 
rickfergus during any of the three last elections? — I have not been present at any 
election for several years. 

626. The electors in the county of the town of Carrickfergus, of course, at 
present are not entitled to vote for the county of Antrim ? — No. 

627. The rents, of course, upon these fee-farm grants are very small ? — They 
are merely nominal. 

628. Have you a Civil Bill jurisdiction ? — No ; for the purposes of the Civil 
Bill Act, it is made a part of the jurisdiction of the county of Antrim. 

629. Have you a civil court? — The Mayor’s Court. 

630. Of which you are assistant judge? — Yes, I am merely assistant ; I am 
not a constituent part of the court ; I sit there merely as the mayor's adviser, 

631. Have the corporation of Carrickfergus an extensive jurisdiction over mat- 
ters of property? — Unlimited within their own jurisdiction. 

632. You are not in the habit of trying ejectments ? — I never heard of one being 
tried there ; they can do it; but of late years the Court has become in a great 
measure obsolete ; and in my opinion it is so much the better. 

633. Supposing the recorder of Carrickfergus to be the sole judge, not to be 
controlled by local interests, 'would not you, in that case, conceive that it would 
be very convenient to have a local court? — If I may be allowed to answer the 
question, without any reference to myself, I should certainly say so. 

634. Arc you aware that it makes no difference, under the Reform Act, whether 
a man is a fee-farm holder or a leaseholder? — Yes; but if there are a number of 
fee-farm holders, it increases the number of voters in this way, that a roan having 
10 acres in a fee-farm can vote out of it, although he sublets it to other persons. 

635. Do you think there are a great many of those persons in the neighbourhood 
of Carrickfergus? — I think there are. 

James Wills, Esquire, called in ; -and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

636. WHERE do you reside ?— -In the neighbourhood of Carrickfergus. James WilU, 

637. Within the boundary of the county of the town ? — Yes. 

638. Are you a magistrate of the county of the town ? — I am. 

639. Are you also a magistrate of the couiity of Antrim ? — I am not. 

640. How do you receive your appointment as magistrate ? — From the Lord 
Chancellor. 

G41. And therefore your magisterial duties are not at all under the govern- 
ment and the power of the corporation ? — No ; for that reason I was appointed... 

642. How long have you been acquainted with Carrickfergus and its neigh- 
bourhood ? — About 10 years. 

643. Supposing a constituency were formed, to consist of the freeholders, the 

leaseholders and the 10/. householders, have you any means of stating what 
would be the number of those who would form that constituency ? — During the 
progress of the election I made myself in some measure acquainted with the 
number, of the electors, .and I am satisfied that there would be between 000: 
and 600. , , 

5^7- ^ 3 b44- Do 
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644. Do you believe that that would ho a respectable oorisUluericy P— liulced 

I sliould think quite so; as much us in any boroii^-li I jun acquainted witli in 
Ireland. 

C45. Would there not 1)0, ii largo portion of tliat. consisting of persons ooite 
inaccessible to bribery ? — Quite so. * 

(>40. Were you acquainted furtlicr tliaii by report with any transactions at tl.e 
last election ? — 1 was not. 

647. We have learnt from other person.s tbal. a larp;e body of the rreemeu of the 
corporation are .of the lowest order of ])cr.sons ?— I believe that to Im the ease. 

648. As they would be excluded from the new constituency, do you not think that 

that would have a tendency to correct the evil of bribery to a very larl^(^ extent ? 
— Certainly; I am .satisfied that a {rood con.stiluency and a larfrc omr mio-ht )>e 
made out of the other materials ; the neighbourhood of Carrickfergus i,s t)articu- 
larly rc.spcctablc. ^ 

C49. By tliat you n.can tlic agricultural part Yes, the part included in the 
county of the town. 

Examined by the Committee. 

650. Are you apprised that the last Election for Carrickfergus was carried I,v 

bribery?— I have heard by bribery, but the extent of it I am utterly un 
acquainted with. •' 

651. Then you are not apprised that it wa,s proved that it was carrii'd bv 
bribery ?--l should liave suppo.sed that liribcry was not necessary ; but 1 believe 
there was bribery to a cuiisiderable extent. 

652. Did you hi'ar tlial at Idriner elections ? — Yes, 

e,5;j. Do you know any body tiuit could register, that has not I'cgdstered 5—1 
have not registered myself; 1 am .satisfied that there arc others. 

fi.54- Did you ever hear tliat one class of frccmoii refused 700/. as a bribe’— 
1 have heard it. 

b5/;. How much did they get?— Upon that occasion I believe they did not n-et 
any thing ; what understanding there may have been I do not know. ^ 

llc-a'amined /«/ Mr. Pollock. 

Have you any particular reason for not regi.staring? No. 

e.57- Do you know whether there prevails among a certain chess of electors an 

mdispositioii to register, on account of the miinlicr of freemen ?— That miirlit have 
operated m a great measure, but I am not aware of it. ^ 



Mr 



James Cimcii, again called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 



Gj8. IS there any thing you wish to correct in your Ibrmor evidence ?— It is 
Stated,., nryev'denecon Saturday last, that I paid all the voters with my own 
land , that was not exactly the case; for 1 find, in looking over my paimrs iusomc 
instances, though the general practice was, as soon as lliey caino oiit of the tallv- 
roorn, to pay them, irorn the orowtlcd state of it. in some instances, the wives of 
I l.fTrt' tl'c money, and in other instances tho.se that 1 knew 

1 desued them to call again, and I wmdd pay them afterwards ; and in a few 
uislance.s the money was given to .some of their friends, which money I know from 
the parties was paid to them. ^ ‘lom 

659. You heard it from the parties?— I had it froiii themselves. 

660. ComwiHcc,]— And you charged yourself witli that money ?—l did - I find that 

hereT.^mr.T ’“^1 Wto'o not considerably above IQO ; 

there are 104, taking 111 small sums, which could be considered as bribery. Wth 
«speetto Hill, the Committee l.avo, had an explanation of that; and 1 leave to 
heir consideration w lether h is a bribe or not. With respect to Mnrpl.y, TLm 

I7Z or 1“ "''■'oh I refused to pay him, about 

l/(.,or tSk lobjectedto it altogether; he told me that if I would nav that 
account, he would get the Johnsons to vote as well as himself. The money was 

Smiretinldb^aTctraW^^ »f the account 

()6i. W.'is 
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661 , Was that gentleman in the same interest as yourself ?— He was ■ Mr Bovii 
was the gentleman. •’ 

6(12. Who is Mr. Boyd ?— A gentleman residing in Carrickfergns. I have 
s.nce examined my list and I find that out of 101 cases 14 can register, not in- 
cluding [dill s cases. I stated that Billy Johnson was not in my book : I find now 
that he IS in my book. I wish also to state, that with respect to the conversation 
which I gavewith Lord Donegal, there is a part of the sentence that is not finished • 
Uie first part oi it is, that he would not be concerned, directly or indirectly in the 
business formerly, because it had been such a disgrace ; the sentence is not fol- 
lowed out m the evidence, because I stopped there, and it should have gone on to 
say, that tor 20 years past he was most anxious to improve the constituency of the 
borough. In place of the words “ 20 years past” the sentence should slop at the 
words very much against his Lordship’s will,” and then it should go on, ■■ and 
tor 20 years past lie was most anxious to improve the conslituenev of the borough 
With respect to the free houses that I was asked about, I said, 'that one or two of 
tliem could register as lOA leaseholders ; of these I find there are three, Ingram 
Cunningham and Hamilton, and the ground only is Lord Donegal’s : I said before 
that 1 thought the county qualification would include all those mentioned as re- 
spectable ; but I think it might not. I have said that on both sides there are 100 
or 180 that I am certain would be incapable of bribery, in any shape ; I wish It to 
be distinctly understood, thnt by saying so I do not mean that there is that num- 
ber only, m my opinion, 111 tlie corporation who are so circumstanced, hut that mv 
own individual knowledge enables me to speak of that number ; but there are a 
great many persons m tlie borough whom I do not know personally and who if 
so known, would no doubt bo included by me, and would extend . that number 
Ihere arc, at all events, 22 persons who could register as SOL or 201. freeholders' 
not registered. When I said that within my knowledge 150 persons before the’ 
new constituency was formed were respectable, I did not mean by that to say 
that I exclude the new constituency out of the respectable class. 

663. You were understood to say, that there were full 200 who voted for Sir 
Arthur Clucliester, whom you either bribed yourself, or whom you saw bribed, and 
he was the losing candidate ? — He was. 

664. Then you can positively speak to full 200 out of the 450 that voted for 
Sir Arthur Chichester, having been bribed ? — Unquestionably. 

665. Have you any knowledge of any having been bribed upon the other side ’ 
— None. 

666. Have you any reason to believe that there were any number ?— I would not 
like to risk an opinion upon that subject. 

667. Have you any reason to believe that out of the 450 that voted for Sir 
Arthur Chichester, more were bribed than the 200 whom you bribed, or saw bribed 
yourself? — I believe there were more. 

60S. It appears that there were 885 persons registered as freemen ; of those 
885 how many are there that could qualify to vote in any other shape ?— I can only 
speak of that part of the 200 that I know ; there are 14 exclusive of the Hills ^ 



Wr. 

Jamet Cuum. 



8 July, 

isaa.’ 



Mr. John Campbell, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

669. YOU are the sheriff of Carrickfergus 1 — I am. 

670. How long- have you lived in or near Carrickfergus? — Upwards of 30 JohnCumpbrll 

years. . ^ 

671. How often have you served the office of sheriff ?~I believe about H times • 
in the last 19 years. 

672. Has the office given you an opportunity of knowing a great deal of the 

inhabitants of Carrickfergus, both of the town and the county of the tpvrn? 

I think there are others that are better acquainted with it than I am. 

673. Have you seen a great deal of them? — Yes. 

674. Supposing a constituency were formed out of the freeholders, leaseholders 

and 10/. householders, would it not be a very respectable body of persons? f 

should consider it so. 

675. Do you think, as we have heard, that it would amount to upwards of 500 
persons 1 — I applied to a. gentleman, who has made a personal survey, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining what number there would be, and he furnished me with bis 
statement. 

■5“"' ^4 676. Co)nmittee.] 
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Mr. 

fyUliam Stevenson. 



Thomas Vernon, 
Esq. 



676. Coinmitlcc.'l — Who is he? — Mr. Biivlcy. 

G77. Mr. Poliock .'] — Do you know whether Mr. Burley was appointed to value 
the tithe composition ? — 1 do not. 

O78. Do you know the circumstances under which he took that valuation? 

I do not. 

679. Arc you competent to form a judf^inent whether the statement you received 
from him is accurate? — 1 should rely upon his integrity ; he i,s a j^entleman that 
mi^ht be relied upon. 

G80. Independent of your reliance upon him, doe.s that slatcmeiit appear to 
you, from your own knowledge, to he likely to be correct ? — Yes. 

681. Committee .] — How far from Carrickiergus do you live ? About nine miles 

at present; 1 lived there formerly, but i havi; not lived there for a iimubiu- of years, 

682. A'Jr. Pollock .] — How long did you live in Carrickfergus? — I suppose 16 
or 17 years. 

683. Are you there constantly ?— Not coastautly. 

684. Two or three or four timc.s a week?- — Not so frecpiently, but whenever 
busine.ss requires me to be there. 

Mr. WiUiam Stevenson, called in; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

685. YOU arc a surveyor? — I am. 

68b. How long have you been employed, as emmemted with the town of Car- 
rickfergus? — ^For four years past I have been employed in opening a iu!w line of 
road through the centre of the town. 

687. Have you also been employed with respect to the Grand .Turie,s of Antrim 
and Down and the Corporation of Belfa.st iind of Carrickfergns ?— I have. 

688. How long have you been acquainted with Carrickfergu.s ? — I suppose 
eight or ten years, but not intimately till within the last four years. 

689. Is not the operation you are superintending a very extensive one ? — It i.s. 

690. Has the Government advanced any money towards it ? — They have. 

691. In what direction does it go? — It opens from Antrim to Larne, and from 
Larne towards Belfast. 

692. Will the execution of that work greatly improve the town of Carrickfer- 
gus ? — It is expected so. 

693- think that will induce more persons to come and reside within it? 

— As to that I could not say. 

694. During' the progress of this work, where have you resided? — My head 
quarters are at Belfast. 

695. Have you been much in the town of Carrickfergns ? — Yes, frecpiently. 

69C. And of course within the limits of the county of the town? — Yes. 

697. What is your opinion as to the constituency that would be formed from 
the 10/. householders, the Ireeholdcrs, and the leaseholders residing within the 
county of the town ? — As far as my kuowh'.dge leads mo to speak, it would be a 
constituency as respectable as any other that 1 know in the North of Ireland of the 
same extent. 

698. Do you concur with those who say that such a constituency would amount 
to about 600 persons ? — As far as my judgment goes, but I have never made any 
calculation upon the subject. 

1^99' ^ know nothing of the last election or of the bribery that has been com- 
mitted there? — No. 

7UO. Iliive you any vote for Carrickfergus ? — No. 

'I'lmnus Vernon, Esquire, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

701. ARE you a member of the Corporation of Carrickfergus? — Yes. 

702. What office do you hold at Carrickfergus? — Alderman. 

■703. How long have you been so? — I do not know; 16 or 16 years. 

7^4' yon any relation to the Earl of Belfast ? — 1 am. 

705. In what degree ? — His uncle by marriage. 

706. Perhaps you know enough of the proceedings of Lord Belfast to say 
whether, he is engaged in bringing over the Witnesses on this investigation ? — 
I heard him say distinctly not ; that he would have nothing to do with it. 

707. Do you believe him to have any thing to do with it? — I believe not. 

708. Have you been present at any elections for Carrickfergus ? — I have. 

709. At 
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709. At what periods were those ’—I have not been at Carrickferaiis for eieht 

or nine years. ® ° 

7 1 0. Where do you reside now ? — In Scotland. 

711. Did you reside lately at Can-ickfcrgus or not, within tliese nine years 5— 

JNot within these nine yeans. ^ 

713. What was the office yon held while you resided in Ireland?— I was col- 
lector of excise in the department of Lisburn, including Carrickfergus. 

7 '3- Had you opportunities in that capacity of forming- an opinion as to the 
character of the people of Carriekfergus ?-- I had frequent intercourse with them 
both from my office as revenue officer and also serving as chief maoistrale oi' 
beiiast, which occa,sionally bronglit me there. ° 

714. Was the opinion you formed of the character of the people, favourable or 
othervvi,se ? — Favourable, certainly. 

715. Do you consider that a coinstituency formed of the 10/. householders and 

upwards, with the trecholders and leaseholders, would be a respectable constituency/ 
—I have no reason to think otherwise ; I thoiiglit they were very respect-able 
people that inhabited the town and the county adjacent to it ; there are a great 
number of families of consequeiroc, and, generally .speaking, I thought they were 
highly respectable. ° ’’ 

71 G. Supposing such a constituency were formed, do you believe that the great 
bulk of them would be cpiite inaccessible to bribery ? — I .should think as much so 
as any other constituency that could be formed. 

717. We understood tliat among the freemen in the Corporation tliere are a o-reat 
number of the lower orders; they of course would be excluded from such a'con- 
.stituency as has been mentioned ? — I should think ,so. 

718. Were you in that neighbourhood during any of the la.st elections No. 

719. Therefore you know nothing of the bribery that went on Nothing 

whatever, " 

Mr. A(Ia 7 }i Cunningham, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

720. YOU arc town clerk of Carrickfergus? — Yes. 

72 ] . Have you got an analysis of the registry of votes under the Reform Act, 
so as to be able to distinguish the difl'ereiit persons that registered ? — Yes. 

722. Have the gooduess to deliver it in?— [77ie Witness delivered in the same, 
intituled, “ Schedule showing the registered Freeholders, Leaseholders and 
Householders.”] 

723. Have you any documents showing when they were registered ? — It is here 

signed by the Barrister. ’ 

724. Have you an abstract of it ? — Yes. 

725. How many additional freemen have been registered since the Return to 
Parliament ? — Thirty-eight, and fourteen is the total number of tlie registry at the 
two different sessions held since. 

726. Of those 52, how many are householders — The abstract will show that. 

727. How many freemen have been registered since the 1st of January in this 
year? — Thirty-five; there are sixteen that are regi.stered as householders and 
leaseholders, arid they are double registered. 

728. Do you mean to say that the whole number of householders registered at 
present, is the 1 17 stated in this Paper you have delivered in ? — Yes. 

729. Are you able to state that the Return you have delivered in is accurate ? — • 
This is what appears upon the face of the book. 

730. Do you keep that book? — I do. 



Thunun Verm 
I'^sq. 



8 July, 

>833. 



Mr, 

^dain Cummghun 



Thomas Parhhill, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

731. ARE you employed by Mr. Cunningham tp assist him in the discIiaVgc of Thoms Uarkhdl. 

his duties, and in keeping his books ? — Yes, sometimes. 

[A Paper was shown to the Witness.'] 

732. Did you make that abstract from the book of the corporation ? — I did. 

E 733- Did 
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n,»». PaiUill. 733- Dill ymi ™iil<ii il I'on-ci'Uy ?■ -I so. 

\ 7'/ic mmc nm delivered in, mid rend, a.s followH : 

?■ July, 

“ Rr.GiHTiiY of Cmuucivvkiuuis. 



Nimibei' of Iloviseholclcvs - - - - - - - ny 

Ten Poum! Leuseliolders - 

TweiiW Pouncl - ditto - ^ 



Fifty t’oiiiul Freeholders - 

Twenty Founds - ditto - - - - - - - ] i 

Ten Pounds - - - ditto y 

Forty Shillings - ditto - 

Rent Charge - j 

Bonoficecl Clergy, Frecholihii’, X'./jo ----- i 
Thonias Morris 8t Natlumiel Cameron, not Mavket 1 _ 

Householders ----- - -J -‘2 

i(ii 

Freemen 

Totai. - - - 1,081 

N. /}.— Ofthc above, 9121 Freemen, about i(J are registered also as lloiiKoholders or 
Leaseholders. 

Tlobei't Stewart, registered second time ns Householder.’ 



Mr. David Legg, called in ; and Examined by Mr. Pollock. 

Mr. 734. HAVE you looked overfhe evidence you g-ave belbrc the Committee upon 

David Legg. Carricldergus Election Petition? — I have. 

• 755- Have you any exjdanation to give with ro.spoct to any of the answers you 

gave upon that occasion? — If my attention was drawn to my answers, perhaps 
I might. 

736. Do you wish to see your examination? — If you please.— [77/c AW/te im*- 
shotvn to the JVitness .] — ■! wish to explain my answer to question 2977 ; I explained 
in giving my evidence upon the subject of bribery generally, that I had not the 
means of knowing, as the money did not come through my own hands, who were 
the persons who actually got the money ; and I went on further to say, that, from 
my knowledge of the constituency, I conceive there had been ocpiul bribery amono' 
the 10 1. householders. In answer oither to 2984 or to a previous ([uostion, I went 
further, and I stated, that 1 could not give the name of any householder that was 
bribed, as 1 did not know the pcr.sons as freemen or householders to whom the 
money was given ; I have since looked over the list of the registered householders ; 
1 find there are 102 registered before the election ; 1 have taken a calculation of 
the number that were registered as householders, and I have made allowances for 
persons whom I suspected to be influenced by money, without knowing the fact, 
and I make those on both sides, whom I either know to have been brihed or sus- 
pected to have been bribed, to amount to 10 out of the 102. 

737. From the result of your subsequent examination with greater particularity 
and accuracy, what should you say as to whether tlie bribery prevails more among 
the freemen or equally among tlic householders ? — Certamly to a great extern 
among the freemen. 

73S. Did it not prevail among the freemen to a very large «U'gree, compared 
with that to which it prevailed among the lioiiseholdors ? — Certainly. 

739' believe that it wits a.s nine to one, that is to say, nine freemen to 

one householder? — I think it would be in about that proportion. 

740- Conuniltec .'] — How many of the hou.scholders voted for your side? — I am 
not prepared to state that particularly ; but a great number of the householders 
voted for Sir Arthur Chichester. 

741 . Have you a list of the householders tluit voted? — I have. 

742. Count them up, and .see how many voted for your side? — Thirty-two. 

743- How many ot those were bribed?' — 1 do not know any person that got 

money ; I know a man that got a promise, but he did not get any money. 

744. How many of tlie 10 that you mentioned do you reckon in those 32? — 
I must go over them again. 

74,'). Were you employed on behalf of Mr. Dobbs ? — No, I was not. 

746. Were not you acting on his behalf? — No,. 

747. How 
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747. Hoiv many of tliose 10 liouscholders tliat you think received bribes do 

promise"'^''*'^ One that received money, and one that received a 

748. Wbat i.s your brother, John Legg?_A fanner at Carrickferirus 
7d]9. Vou were concerned on Mr. Dobbs's side?— Yes. 

sid”°' I>ownsliire side!— We did not consider it the Downshire 

7,51. Was not it the Downshire committee-room that yon hadl Yes 

A “p™ otliei- side!— He ivas active for Sir 

Arthur Cliicliester. 

75,3. And bribing away; have you any doubt of that!— I have no doubt of it 
754- How many did you bribe yourself! — Five. 

7.55. How many people had you on your side employed in bribing t— I cannot 
say that ; 1 was only concerned in the election jointly with others, and there were 
a groat many acting with me. who were quite as competent to give directions 
aud wlio did give directions. ® ’ 

bod? sidS*— l^lmve°'“ "'“"y y™ altogether on 

757. Give the Committee your calculation!—! have gone over the list very 
partiLulaily, and taking only the freemen, I find on both sides, even making 
allowances against the parties bribed, I should say there are about 450 unbribed 
Ireemcn that voted at the last election. 

758. Do you reckon the fishermen in that number? — No. 

759. They got payment besides ’—They got 30s. each. 

7G0. How many are there of the fishermen ?— I think there were 92 aitoffether 
and I think 1 9 that voted for Sir Arthur Chichester. ° ’ 

761 . Among the number that were bribed do you reckon the fishermen ? No 

7G2. Any householders? — No. 

763. Did you reckon the fishermen among the unbribed ?— I did; because it 
was not looked upon as a bribe. 

7G4. Wlien you mentioned the Downshire committee, did you mean to state 
that the Marquis of Downshire took any part in that election ?— No, I did not. 

76, 'j. Was it not part of Lord George Hill's committee upon the other election ^ 
— It -was : Lord Downshire, so far as I know, bad nothing to do witli it. 

766. Nobody has paid you at all ? — No. 

767. _ And you are not to be paid by any body ?— I do not intend to ask nor 
to receive any thing. 

768. Can you form any judgment who it is that is at the expense of sustaining 

the franchise of the Borough now ?— I have heard a great many conflicting 
opinions upon that subject. ® 

769. What is your opinion .!— My own opinion is, that the corporation is 
chiefly at the expense. 

770. Have the corporation any money r — I know nothing of the funds. 



Re-examined by Mr. Pollock. 

771. You live at Lisburn? — I do. 

772. Have you endeavoured to ascertain, by examination, how many of the 
1 0 1 . householders, entitled to register as such, are not registered at all ? — I have 
made a calculation that 540 persons could register within the bounds of the 
corporation as 10/. householders, out of which only 102 have been registered as 
householders. 

773- Can you say how many are not registered at all, in any character?— 
I cannot say ; there are between 30 and 40 persons not registered at all, that could 
register. 

774. All the superior persons in the corporation have registered as freemen? 
— They have ; wherever there was a title to register as freemen, it was always 
adopted in preference to any otlier. 

775. Comrnittee.'] — How many are there now registered as freemen that could 
register as householders ? — I am not prepared to say. 

776. Mr. Pollock.'] — Have you a list of the freeholders ? — I have, and I find that 
taking persons entitled to register as 50 /. freeholders, and taking properties in 
possession of ladies, that would entitle parties to register, there are non-resident 
50 /. freeholders 21. 

527- E 2 777. How 
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777. How many 20/. frcelioklors ? — Tliirtocu. 

778. And liow many loii,schoklcrs? — Fiv(J. 

779. Now the persons residing- 'I — Tlic miinbci' cl' persons n^siding and holding 
properties, aHording registry, are twenty 50 /. IVeeliolders, and eigliteen 20 /. Irce- 
lioldcrs, and fifteen 10/. freeholders, and 13 leiuseholders. 

780. How many 40 .v. freeholders ? — 1 only took the iiumhnr of dO ,v. freeholders 
registered, and that is live. 

781. Now with respect to householders; can you state tlm lumilier of 10/. 
householders within the town und suburbs, in u circle of half a luik! round the 
market-house ? — 1 make the total lumiber of tenements that eonhl r<'gistcr 1 59. 

782. How many of those arc, now out of tlie town, included in tlie county of 
the town? — Three hundred and forty-four. 

783. What is the total of the wliole ? — J''ive hundred and forty. 

784. Committee^] — Were you concerned in tlie election in 1H30? — Iwas. 

785. Was there bribery then? — Tbcre was. 

[Mr. Pollock stated, that he did not think it necessary to trouble the 
Committee with any further evidence.] 

Mr. John M^Cance, called in ; and Examined by the CommitUie. 

786. WHAT are you ? — 1 am in no business. 
joknM'Cance. ygy. Were ycu ever .shcrilf of Carriekfei'gus ? — I wu.s. 

788. Were you slieriff in the year 1.830 ? — In 1830 and 1831 I was. 

789. Do you recollect tlie contested election ? — I do. 

790. Do you know whether it was much inlluenccd by briboy ?-— I eaimot from 
my own knowledge .say whether it was or not. 

791. How long have you known the corporation? — I think I have been a bur- 
gess of Carriekfei’gus for nearly 20 ycar.s. 

792. What do you say as to the possibility of finding an independent con- 
stituency, if all the freemen were struck off? — I should have an objection to a 
great many of the 10/. householders ; I conceive there are a great number of them 
that have been proved to be bribed as freemen. 

793. You think a great number of the present freemen would be capable of 
being registered as 10/. householders? — I think .so. 

794. To what extent do you think? — I cannot say. 

795. Would one-fourth ?— I should suppo.se not so many as that. 

796. Do you think as far as one-fifth ? — I should suppo.se that perhaps there 
may be a fourth of them, or a fifth; lam not competent to answer the question, 

797. You reside at Carrickfergus ? — No, I do not; I re, side 12 milc.s from 
Cavrickfergus, 

798. Have you been pre.scnt at the three last elections?— No ; I was one of the 
sheriffs in 1831. 

7.Q9- 1831 was the most cpiiet of the three, was it not ? — It was 

perfectly quiet. 

800. Did not it go very much in one way?— I think the partic.s were very 
nearly equal. 

801. Have you given your attention to tlie subject, to sec how many voters 
there might be in case tlie freemen were disfranchised, exclusive of freemen? — 
About 500, I understand; but I know very little about it. 



Mr. 

Duvid Legg. 



8 July, 
1833- 



appendix. 
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